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CHAPTER 1 
CALL 

 

At the end of 2009, I was on a mission trip in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.  Our 
hosts were taking us by car to a ministry appointment outside Rio.  As we were 
driving on the highway, God started to speak to my heart.  The highway had 
different off-ramps, which we could have taken. Some of these off-ramps lead 
to luxurious hotels, Copacabana Beach, the Corcovado (The statue of Christ), 
or utopian suburbs.  On the other side of the spectrum, we could take off-
ramps that lead to favelas (slum areas), or Duque de Caxias (Duke of Caxias), 

where the drug lords control the neighbourhoods.  A community where 10 year 
old boys are employed by drug lords to act as runners; where gunfights 
between police and drug lords are regular occurrences.  
 
As I was thinking about these different possibilities, God dropped this phrase 

 
This highway in Rio is a picture of the world we live in and the response of the 
Church towards this world.  Are we content to stay on this comfortable highway 
and only take the off-ramps that seem pleasurable?  Or are we willing to exit 
the highway and detour to the places Jesus would have preferred?  Are we 
calle
visible voice to comfort the afflicted and afflict the comfortable?   1 
 
This is the crux of what this book is about.  It is an adventurous journey of 
abandon.  Are you willing to become uncomfortable as you comfort those who 

passionately and puts his arm round you, like a dad w
always there for us when it all goes pear-
our arm r -clued up on the 
hassles of following Jesus  but as the struggle-stakes go through the roof, so 
do  

 the hassles and the 
2 

Are we willing to take the hassles and the hugs?  Are you comfortable with 
being comfortable?  Do you have the courage to continue reading this book and 

3 

 
The Sound 
 

 even remotely 
tuned into God, the deep parts of your being will resonate with the sound 
coming forth.  In the olden days, when a trumpet sounded, it announced 
marching orders, gave a warning, proclaimed a feast or heralded a new course 
of action. 
Where is the call coming from?  Who is sounding it?  Is it perhaps more than 
one call blending to form a glorious harmony?  I truly believe this divine call is 
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coming from the heart of God, and He is using various voices across the earth 
to communicate His intentions.  The primary amplifiers of this call are not 

sounding from the middle-class couple that decided to become permanent 
residents of a township (squatter camp) in South Africa in order to be the 
hands of Jesus in a broken community.  It is rising through the life of an ex-
captain in the merchant marine in order to work with children in the slum 
areas of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.  It is seen in the life of parents who are willing 
to adopt a child who was orphaned. Let me warn you! As you start to get 

4 Or maybe your life has 

book be a source of encouragement and confirmation as we all become more 
like Him in word and deed. 
 
What is the shout all about? 
 
When Jesus was starting out His heavenly campaign of restoration on earth; He 
had a vision Sunday in His hometown synagogue.  Or must we call it a vision 
Saturday?  Whatever we call it, Jesus Christ, the perfect embodiment of God 
on earth, the begotten Son representing His divine Father, the prime Example 

Mission Possible for Planet Earth. 

rt of 
 top news for the 

dark prisons, to announce the news  that this is the era of God going gentle 
on H 5 

 

Do y  Jesus Christ - is 
communicating to 6 Why 
do I need to get another vision for my life or my church, if the Head of the 
Company has already laid out our course of action?  We as humans have a 
natural tendency to build our own little kingdoms  our own way of saving the 
world (just think of Rocky, Superman, Batman, Spiderman), our own way of 
reaching ultimate utopia (does Babel ring any bells?), our own plans of 
success. 7   

 

Unmasked Heroes 
I remember when I was young, dreaming whilst lying on my bed how I will save 
the world from total annihilation with some amazing super power. I still catch 
myself dreaming those kinds of dreams.  Without dreams, all hope is gone.  
Dreams are the fuel for fiery passion.  And without passion, life drifts off into 
apathy. 
We need dreams not only to survive on earth, but also to thrive.  But after a 
few years of dreaming, you start to realize that some dreams end on the rocks, 
and whilst other aspirations come to fruition, they fail to plug the gaping hole 
on the inside.  Why is it like that?  Why do I tend to fantasize like a little boy 
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looking for something to numb the pain?  Somebody to comfort my aching 

as silly childish fantasies?  I thi  light on the 
deep desires of our soul.  David, the psalmist, was a man of deep desire.  How 
did he manage his deep longings, his future dreams and his shipwrecked 
ambitions?  I think there were quite a few shipwrecked ambitions in the 15 
years that David had to wait after being promised the throne to becoming 

 rightful monarch. 8  

9  
One thing that I have realized is that when I try to fulfil my own desires, I tend 
to come up empty handed.  When I delight in my desires or dreams instead of 
God, the result is frustration and more emptiness. 
 
God, the source of all Life, the Intelligent Designer of both big and small, 
communicated a truth of utmost importance . He knows that 
the only thing or One who can fulfill our deepest human need is in actual fact, 
Himself. 
The biggest danger for us is to make our desires our delight.  When that 
happens, good, healthy desire turns into lust. When God is our delight, He 
takes pleasure in fulfilling our deepest desires and our wildest dreams. 

 
Jazz it up! 
 
I find myself caught in the constant tension between Go
for planet Earth and my own selfish cacophony.  From the first time we hear 

in our innermost being, that we are called to be part 

 mending broken 
hearts, liberating prisoners, feeding the hungry, accepting the rejected, caring 
for the fatherless, loving the unlovely, including the marginalized, embracing 
the foreigner, healing the sick, associating with the social outcast. 
 
Some art forms are an acquired taste.  Take jazz music for instance.  Not 
knowing the  basic historic rudiments, techniques or nuances of jazz, I suspect 

 fully appreciate the genre.  When it comes to jazz, I plead 98% 
ignorance. The one jazz riff I learnt from my guitar tutor had my fingers 
entangled and my image bruised.  Needless to say, that is where my 
experiential language of jazz ends.  In order for me to understand and 

lessons. 
 

typically a one-hit wonder, but takes time to 
grow on you.  The more I hear it, the more it becomes part of me and I become 
part of it.  The tunes grip your soul and the rhythms arrest your heart.  Before 
long, you are tapping the beat, whistling the tune, humming the melody, 
singing the song and living the lyrics.  The music becomes you. 
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before you realize it, His symphonic masterpiece has become the melody you 
sing.  Yes, your life starts to resonate with the sound from heaven.  Your way of 
living starts .  To be frank, the priorities of 
God become your to-do-list. 
 
On the other side of the tension is my selfish cacophony.  A cacophony is a big 
noise of inharmonious clatter.  The problem here is that you, I and the whole 
human race are born into this selfish cacophony.  The Biblical term for this 
cacophony is sin.  Sin implies that a person has missed the target God set out 

fallen short of the glorious symphony the Conductor has envisioned for us to be 
part of.  We are so out of tune that only the Original Designer could have 
stepped in to rescue. And He did!  Paul echoes this predicament we find 
ourselves in, in his letter to the church in Rome (at that time it was the capital 
of the Roman Empire; synonymous with affluence, intellectual power and 

messed up and dropped well 10 
 

 God knows 
it and I believe we 
newsbreak is like fresh water to our souls. The news that our mess-up is 
irreparable, but His cure is immaculate.  The consequences of our choices 
deserve judgement, yet the storehouse of His grace is immeasurable. This is 
the mystery of the gospel  
fully grasped.  And to top that, God invites us to share this Good News with 
those who are most undeserving (like we were and still are). 
 

Putting Plastic Surgeons out of work! 

Many followers of Christ have grown tired of the following: 
1) Itching ears (hearing more, but doing less) 
2) Playing church (and packing it away after the Sunday and Wednesday 

programs) 
3) Conference overdose (running from conference to conference) 
4) Spiritual obesity (eating, eating, eating without exercising your faith) 
5) Church hopping (making the church our service provider and we are the 

all-important consumers) 
6) 

outwit or outdo one another with our amazing spiritual revelations) 
7) Legalistic hair splitting (majoring on the minors) 

This list is not exclusive, and I suppose you can add a few more of your own.  
Words that summarize this list for me is spiritual consumerism, hypocrisy, a 
me-first mentality, empty religion, whitewashed tombs, Pharisee-ism, brood of 
vipers and clanging cymbals. 
 

Writing has a lot to do with associations, correlations and connections.  As you 
venture out on one topic or line of thought, it stimulates your intellect and 
many related streams of inspiration start to flow.  Take for example the 
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summary of the above-mentioned list.  I started out with contemporary words 
-

search of more related terms, I started to stumble upon ancient words like 
whitewashed tombs, Pharisee-ism and brood of vipers.  I have three concerns 
about using these archaic terminologies.  Firstly, it is the Bible-way of saying 
that I am fake, selfish, self-centered, legalistic, and super-spiritual. The 
second concern is that people who deserved these labels provoked Jesus to 
anger levels 
gentle and compassionate towards those who were rejected by the religious 
status quo.  Lastly, if I can identify with some of the modern terms of 
hypocrisy, I suppose I would have qualified for 
To be blunt, we have a natural tendency to live a lie and be fake. One of the 
biggest miraculous turnarounds from being a religious fanatic to being the 
epitome of authenticity is Paul, who wrote most of the New Testament letters.  
How did God change Saul, the one who breathed and executed murderous 
threats, into Paul, the one who counted it a privilege and a joy to suffer with 
Christ? 
I believe the change started when he first saw Christ on his way to the town of 
Damascus.  11 
When we behold the realness of God, we cannot help but start to reflect that 
reality through our lives.  Paul encapsulates this mystery in his second letter to 
the church at Corinthe. 

ken off.  The 

us  
Spirit puts plastic surgeons out of work by the thousands.  Only our Boss 

12 
 
Are you ready to resonate with this resounding call echoing forth from the heart 
of God? Our Heavenly Father is waiting with child-like anticipation for you to 
respond to His invitation.  
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CHAPTER 2 
CRASH 

 
When I write about the church of Christ, I feel a tremendous responsibility to 

lesson I learnt from my older brother. He told 

dare to consistently demean her in front of her husband. He will maybe 
tolerate me for one sentence of slander, but if I persist, his response will be of 

 
 
So, when I speak about the Bride of Christ, I tend to tread lightly.  I 
continually ask the Bridegroom to grant me the perspective with which He 
looks at her.  We must realize that one glance from His bride leaves Him 
breathless. 1 She is the one that steals His heart.  She is the apple of His eye. 
2 

Bride of Christ?  What are we continually saying about her?  Yes, she is 
imperfect and  

we are, make up the apple of His eye.  Add to that millions of flawed God-
followers all across the globe. 
 

to believe, but Jesus Christ lavishly loves His 
bride, the church.  Yes, He loves the little old lady in the front pew that 
frustrates the life out of you with her petty complaints.  He deeply longs to 
reconnect with a backslidden pastor overcome with guilt and shame.  His 
anger levels increase as He weeps for the heart of the legalistic elder.  His face 
lights up as a 30-strong congregation worships with a joyful noise (with the 
emphasis on noise).  Whoever and wherever we are, He is there to connect with 
us, the object (subject) of His love. 
 
The Church hurt me deeply 

 

that the church has hurt them deeply.  Well, I am the first one to admit that 
the church also hurts me, and to be frank, I in turn hurt others in the church.  
Relational pain in our church communities is intertwined like romance and 

 
Let us take a look at the phra .   When we 
refer t
certain person?  An institution?  A building?  Well, to boil it down, buildings or 

he people in those entities 
who hurt us by their 

n person or group of people who hurt me.  It 
was my small group leader, my brother in Christ, my pastor, or the church 
secretary.  When we can boil our hurt down to a name, then God can start the 
healing process.  God cannot do anything before we stop denying the fact that 
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responsibility to work through the offence and into a place of forgiveness. 
 
I am not here to justify or minimize the atrocities that have been done in the 
name of the church to you. No, not at all  what is wrong, is wrong, and must 
be adequately dealt with.  But who better to bring about justice in these 
circumstances than our Righteous Judge, who sits in the Heavenly Court? The 

best possible perspective from which to make a fair judgement.  3  

 

When we are the victims, we love to talk about justice being done.  But how 

mercy comes in - the mystery of what Christ did on the cross for us.   Why is it 
so difficult for us to forgive as Christ forgives us? 
 
We cannot expect to be used by God as His channel of love to a broken world, 
if the grooves of our heart are clogged with bitterness.  I am only scratching 
the surface of this all-important truth.  I highly recommend two books that will 
help you to work through some of these issues. (See the titles on the reference 
list)  4 

 
Is it the Big Bang or the Big Crash? 
 
When the Bridegroom King, Jesus Christ, looks at His own bride, He sees a 
community of people continually being transformed from one degree of glory to 
the next. Every day she shines brighter with beauty as she reflects His 

glory to glory as the wedding day approaches?  It is as if her whole being is 
radiating beauty.  This is not a superficial, plastic prettiness, but an inner 
beauty being released to shine as bright as stars.  As the Great Wedding Feast 
of Divine Matrimony approaches, the Bride of Christ is starting to become more 
radiant by the hour. 5 As we behold Him, we become like Him.  Whilst writing 
this, I get so excited about the sacred crescendo that our Expert Wedding 
Planner, Father God, is preparing for us at the end of the age.  What a feast 

 
 
Only Christ can truly know who His spiritual bride is - those who faithfully stay 
true to their One Love. God looks at the heart of man, not the outward 
appearance.  
It is not my job to sort out the bride for Him; it is my job to be His bride, to 

He gave His. 
 
Accompanying this Great Feast will also be a Great Crash - the crashing of all 
our man-made systems.  In the same manner that God was deeply angered by 
the people who wanted to reach heaven by erecting the Tower of Babel, He 
despises our self-righteous attempts to reach Him.  6 Imagine a young boy who 

his son with the obvious evidence, his son refuses to admit to his wrong.  This 
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refusal to admit guilt infuriates his father even more.  And to top it all, the boy 
 a box of 

chocolates.   
What meaning does this box of chocolates have if the son persists in his 
prideful stubbornness?  All the son needs to do is to own up an

 

cannot really pay for the damage, cause you are only eleven years old and your 

you owe me nothing, except to realize your need of me.  
 

ou  
in our attempts to accomplish H 7 His dream is for 
us to be reconciled to Him.  His dream is to use us as channels of 
reconciliation. 8 But He also knows that it is impossible for us to do it in our 
own power. 
 
Everything that man does in isolation from God is coming down.  And sad to 
say, this includes religious activity as well.  If it is not born from a relationship 
with God, it will not last.  If it w
stand the test of time.   

9 
 
Whatever conceptualizes out of communion with God, will last for eternity.  
When you act on a nudge from heaven, the results will be infinitely lasting. 
 
Ostrich Eggs and Tears 
 
I remember when I was leading a ministry outreach team in 2003.  We were on 
our way from the town of Knysna to the town of Worcester in South Africa.  
Whilst driving, I was praying in the Spirit and talking to God.  Suddenly, as we 
were passing a certain farmhouse, I got a divine nudge from Headquarters.   
Sometimes, when God speaks to me, it feels like He gives me an invitation 

first, as it usually is with me, I drove past the farm like the spineless Levite (or 
did I say worship leader) in the story of the Good Samaritan. 10 I was scared of 
the possible reactions of my team-mate and the unknown residents of the 
farm.  Have you ever tried to ignore God?  I suppose you can imagine how 

wanted me to attend His get-together at the farm, and also play a vital part in 
the celebrations. 
 
So, after a kilometre or two of rationalizing, frustration and internal conflict, I 
decided to budge to His nudge.  Turning the car around on the Big-Number-
Two-National Highway of South Africa, prompted the first feared reaction I was 
anticipating from my team-  
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-hand side.  
 

ot a typical case of knowing all 
the details. Walking with God asks of us to trust Him completely with the 
empty blanks.  

fate?  I would not do that. I draw up my own manuscript and leave no empty 
 

 

his control.  I would love everything to  that 
be nice?   
Or would it?  Maybe it would be nice for me (at least for a while), but how 
would my egocentric actions affect those around me?  Do I have unbiased 
objectivity, or pure motives, or an unblemished track record, or no self-
centered ambitions?   
To all of t  So, maybe the prophets of old were 
right all along?  Maybe God is the Master Orchestrator of Life, and what He 
does, He does for the benefit of all. 11 
 

sked of me, but what must I do there, who must I 

follow through with what God said, that He would work out the details.  I 
parked our car and saw a lady approaching us from the house.  As we were 
walking up to the lady, I felt God whisper a message to my heart. 
 
 
The lady was a bit perturbed by these complete strangers approaching her.   
At that time in South Africa, there were a lot of reports of farm murders in the 
news, so the farmers were rightly suspicious of any strangers.  Introducing 
ourselves promptly, I assured her we meant no harm.  I shared with her the 
preamble of us driving up to their farmhouse, and proceeded to deliver a short 

 
 

 
 
Amazingly, she started to cry and told us that her husband and she made a  
career-changing decision that very morning.  Her husband was a part-time 
farmer and wanted to leave his second job in order to concentrate solely on 
farming.  This was a big step of faith for them as a family, and God knew that 
they needed confirmation from heaven.   That evening they could go to sleep 
with peace in their hearts, knowing that God was with them in this new 
endeavour. 
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what God did.  Later, her husband also joined us.  There was a lot flowing that 
day  tears, coffee, tea, life, love and gratitude to God for His divine interest in 
our lives. 
 
When it was time to say goodbye to our newfound friends, they blessed us with 
ostrich eggs and a tank full of petrol at the nearby petrol (gas) station.  When 
we get involved with what God is up to on the earth, surely goodness and 
favour will follow us. 12 
 
The Scales of Heaven 
 
For millennia to come will I remember the day of ostrich eggs and tears.  What 
God built into my life will stay with me for eternity.  What are you building your 

Religious traditions? The voices inside your head?  Popular culture?  The daily 
 

Or are you building your life upon the Rock  Jesus Christ, the Living Word, 
who wants to speak to you today! 
 
If you build on what He transmits to your heart, your house will stand through 
any storm. Jesus promises that if we hear what He says, and do it, that it will 
be like building a house on a rock.  Whatever comes against us will not 
succeed in destroying what God has built.  But whatever we build separate 
from God will come crashing down. 13 
 

 does your 5-bedroom house or my church 
attendance record carry  
 
How does my to-do-list measure up arth?   
A while back, I started to develop a holy discontent within myself.  I was tired 
of playing ch
church can be equated with being religious on the outside.  In other words, we 

 leave an eternal legacy.  We aim to fit the mould of popular Christianity, 
but are we getting our hands dirty in serving the hurting and broken? We speak 
for hours, and days, and weeks, and months, and years on end about the 
ingredients to bake the greatest chocolate cake, but we never come to the act 
of baking.  I want to bake the cake.  Maybe this book is about how God has 
slowly started to shift me from the chocolate-cake pavilion, and into the 
kitchen, where the baking takes place.  To be honest, I was a spectator, giving 
my opinion about everything and everyone.  
 
Consumerism is currently the main driving force for many Christians.  We even 

  Do we come to serve God or be served 
up with the newest revelation?  Have you ever heard of the word 
hedonism?  

14 

  We continually 
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-and-

 lunch at the steakhouse 
-and-such a business is so poor, I would never 

 
Do you see how consumerism has become part of our Christian culture?  It is 
reflected in the way we speak.  What has happened to the words of James, 

fitness.  Get off your backside and do it!  Anyone just watching the training 
video from the luxury of his own sofa is like someone who looks at himself in 

Contract as a mirror, who look into it, keep looking into it and find freedom in 
it  if they take on what they see and turn it into lif

15 

 

I think that a lot of us are in a state of spiritual obesity.  We are so overfed 
with spiritual food, but never exercise our faith.  We complain, moan and 
discuss the menu as if that is what the Good News is all about.  In our natural 

physical exercise.  He explains that stagnant water becomes toxic after a while. 
ur body fills up with toxins. 16   

 
So, as the spiritual body of Christ on earth, we need to exercise our faith; 
otherwise, we will become toxic (deceived). Faith without works is dead, 

empty! 17 All these self-centred, religious activity is coming down.  A big crash 
is awaiting us if we continue on the Highway of Comfortable Religion, and miss 
the turn-off where Jesus is leading.  That turn-off can be the poor part of town 
for you, or the drug addict in your school, or the foreigner down the street, or 
the physically disabled, the marginalized, the hurting, the alcoholic, or even 
your own neglected family. Wherever He is leading, are we willing to go?  Or 
are we caught up in our own little comfort zones?  I present to you these wise 
words by C.S. Lewis:  
it.  If you look for truth, you may find comfort in the end:  if you look for 
comfort you will not get either comfort or truth  only soft soap and wishful 
thinking to begin wi 18 This comfortable highway 
reminds me of the warning to us by the greatest radical who ever lived:  
is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it.  But small is 
the gate and narrow the road that lead 19 

 

Namibia, Belguims and South Africans 
 
I was privileged to be part of an outreach team to Keetmanshoop, Namibia, in 
2009. On this trip, we met a Belgium couple well advanced in their 
years.  They were running an orphanage in Keetmanshoop with 20  30 
children.  As we started to build relationship, my heart began to resonate with 
theirs. They made great financial sacrifices in order to be obedient to 
God.  They told me that the one scripture that defined their calling from God 
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was found in the letter of James:    Well, 

waste of time. Religion that means something with Father God is this: looking 
out for the homeless, empowering those in the poverty trap and keeping 

20 When they shared this 
scripture with me, and I also perceived their devotion to acting on it, I was 
stunned.  Stunned to think that this couple was willing to give up everything in 
a first-world, European country, and come to Africa to be a dad and mom to 

  The question that God was asking 
me was:   you willing to do for M  
 
How do we exit the Highway? 
 
The way forward for us is an adventure beyond anything this world can 
offer.  
become more and more aware of my self-righteous attitudes.  I am disgusted 
with what I see in myself. All I can do is cry out to God:  
your Son!  giving average
highway of comfortable religion caters for consumers from every denomination, 
local church or walk of life.  We all need to examine ourselves in the light of 

, 
Jerusalem when He compares her to the city of Sodom:  
of your sister Sodom:  She and her daughters were arrogant, overfed and 
unconcerned; they did not help the poor and needy 21 Being compared to 
Sodom is not a good thing.  Sodom was reckoned as one of the most wicked 
cities on the face of the earth. Can you recognize some of these sins in your 
life?  Are you open for input from others or do you isolate yourself in 
pride?  Am I concerned with what is happening in my town or do I feel zilch 
about it?  How many Christian books do I own compared to the amount of 

  I am tired of speaking about the ingredients.  I 
want to bake the cake.  What about you?  Are you ready to become 
uncomfortable, so that you can comfort others?  
 
The first step in exiting comfortable religion is to renew your vows.  My vows to 
whom, you may ask?  Your vows to Jesus Christ.  It is not enough anymore for 
us to speak about Christianity as a religious subject; we need to pursue Christ 
in a red-hot relationship.  Lovers always seem to do crazy and outrageous 

lves. Are you 
willing to be outrageously in love with Christ?                                        
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CHAPTER 3   
CHRIST 

 
One of my passions is children.  I used to teach at a primary school in 
Worcester, South Africa.  One day I was checking a stu
a few questions.  I proceeded to ask her, 
answers wrong, did you read the  

 
I explained to her the necessity of first reading the text for overall context, and 
then the questions will also make more sense.  
 
As I stood there, the Holy Spirit started to imprint something onto my heart:  

He is, but for answers;  
 
Life is not about filling in the blanks with the correct answers.  If that was the 
case, Google and Wikipedia 

 no matter how much you are connected in social networking.  C.S. 

experience in this world can satisfy, the most probable explanation is that I 
1  Jesus uses a beautiful picture of connection as 

retold b
2 Jesus makes a bold claim here in saying that He is the TRUE vine.  

In other words, if He is the true vine, there are other false vines.  There are 
other vines which promise high, but deliver low.  We are human, we  are going 
to connect to something.  God wired us to connect. 
 

I fall back onto when everything else fails?  Who is my source of strength and 
joy during the day?  Who do I share my dreams and desires with?  Who do I 

 
 
Jesus promises us that as we continually connect to Him, our lives will be 
fruitful.  We will be like a tree which bears its fruit in season. 3 We will be 

one who can sustain us on this journey is Christ.  Not Christ, the historical 
figure, but Christ, the Son of the Living God. 4 a real, person-
to-person relationship with the Living God, where the communication lines are 
open 24/7.  In our transition from religious comfort to authentic compassion, 
Jesus Christ is the Divine precursor.  He is the perfect embodiment of the 
Father on earth. 
 
Letters, Joy and Prison 
 

the church at Philippi, which is in present-day Greece.  The word that 
 the 

passages of the epistle.  What makes the theme even more profound is the 
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Mediterranean Sea in his private jet, dictating his ideas to his secretary.  These 
were not his sermon notes which he preached at a conference where thousands 
attended. This letter was not penned from a place of comfort.  No, this letter 
was grafted from a place of pain, humiliation, shame, misery, regrets and 
questions.  This letter of joy was written from prison. 5 
 
Prison is not synonymous with luxury and ease.  How could Paul have been so 
upbeat about life and the future from this place of shame?  Where are the 

humble servic

heaven.  He took off all the royal bits, cut up his heavenly credit cards, and 
chucked his global contacts list, walked off without his bodyguards.  He 

 a role well below him:  He became flesh 
and blood, skin and bone, and stepped from his heavenly throne to his new 
earth-home as a normal guy.  And more  he allowed himself to die; and more 
 he allowed himself to be nailed up high and executed on a cross.  So God 

brought him back, celebrated him, and elevated him to the top spot.  Letters 
behind his name?  He got the lot!  So everyone will show Jesus ultimate 

 
his credibility, will soar, as his e 6 
 

7 Paul 
understood that as he followed Christ, that he would be made into a person of 
eternal impact.  He would become, like Christ, a carrier of too-good-to-be-true 
news.   
 
What ingredients were in the life and character of Christ, which caused God to 

the church, a name of renown?  What is keeping him from exalting us? 
 
These are challenging questions.  Are we willing for the Helper, the Holy Spirit, 
to lovingly prepare us for intimacy with the Bridegroom?  Are we willing to 
forsake all and become one with Him?  In divine union with Christ there will be 
born a new generation of God-seekers, who will shake the world for good.  True 
fruitfulness comes from true intimacy with the True Bridegroom. 
 

Inference what? 
 

, He is a deduction from 
evidence which they consider adequate, but He remains personally unknown to 

8 
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us.  An inference is a deduction or conclusion concerning certain evidence.  It 
is not something you experience first-hand, but a conclusion you make based 
on second-hand information.  I do not personally know any extinct dinosaurs.  
Yet, I do believe they were real creatures who lived on the earth once upon a 
time.  They left an archaeological record by which we can reconstruct models 
of how we assume they looked like. Artists draw pictures of them in our 
academic textbooks in an effort to make dinosaurs more real, more tangible, 
and more life-like.  But will I ever experientially know a Tyrannosaurs Rex?  I 
doubt it, maybe in heaven one day?  I can only know about dinosaurs through 
inference. 
 
Jesus lived on the earth more than 2 000 years ago.  There is a historical 
record left to us with which we can make our own conclusions.  Add to that the 
numerous cases where people have testified of how Christ has personally 
affected their lives in the past two millennia.  Information on the life and 
accomplishments of Jesus is today more accessible than any previous time in 
history.  Commentaries, Bible translations, historical records and original texts 
are not hard to come by. 
 

 
 
Why are we struggling to l - -modern world?  
Why are there so many pew warmers content with empty religious activity?  
Where are the red-hot Christ-followers daring to throw themselves at the mercy 
of God? 
 
I think a part of our answer to these questions is linked with this word 

concepts until you can master it, until you grasp it. 
 
 

to get acquainted with.  Many Christians approach their Bibles like academic 
textbooks.  They may have intellectually grasped a certain chapter of the Bible, 
but they will never grasp the entire mystery of who God is.  You see, Jesus 
Christ is the Word made flesh, and He came to live among us. 9 He is the living 
Word which is constantly active and infused with divine energy to bring about 
eternal change. 10 We will never be able to master the Master  He is God 
through and through; He will not be boxed in by our petty conclusions. 
 

change  we need an experience with the person of Jesus Christ. 
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The highly fanatical, religious expert, named Saul, was changed into Paul, not 
by another persuasive debate, but by an encounter with the living Christ. 11  
The people of God need a fresh encounter with Christ. 

 
My cat smells like a girl 
 
I have a beautiful cat named Nika. I would love to have told you that I got her 
name whilst fasting for three days, but that will not be the truth. The origin of 
her name is a male sports hero of mine which I feminized (not the hero, but 

hosen not to 
disclose his name in this publication (or is it maybe for the regard of my own 
reputation). 
 
Whenever I go away from home for an extended period, I have to get somebody 
to look after my cat.  One of my neighbours is quite fond of Nika, and enjoys 
having her over.  This friend of mine is a lady.  Ladies tend to put on female 
deodorant, or so I hope.  Whenever I fetch Nika after being away, she smells 
like a girl.  When we do our human  cat embrace, purrr, purrr, rub, rub, hug, 
hug, claw, claw  

 
 
What aroma is rubbing off on you?  Who do you smell like?  When people bite 
into you with their accusations, what do you taste like? 
 
When we choose to be an all-
de Jesus  

others find it invigorating, life-givi 12 
 

His fragrance wherever you go.  People will be attracted to the heavenly scents 
which fill the atmosphere as you approach.  Jesus gave off such an inviting 
fragrance to the world, that he was accused of being a friend of drunkards and 
cheats.13 
type.  Their self-righteous noses could not appreciate the fragrance of grace. 
 
Today, the scenario is the complete opposite.  Outright sinners feel repulsed by 

gazing enough upon the shining One?  Are we reflecting Christ to a broken 
world? 
 
As we behold, we become.  Who are you beholding?  The author of Hebrews 
encourages us to fix our gaze on Jesus; to intentionally focus on Him.14 What 
we focus on will become our ultimate treasure.  When a man is in love, he 

such an extent that his friends just smile and wave.  All he wants to do is 
introduce her to all his friends and family.  The question is: Do you, as the 
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bride of Christ, continually erupt with compliments about your Bridegroom?  
Do you want to introduce Him to all your friends, family and enemies? 
 
You see, Jesus is not ashamed to mention your name to His family.  He cannot 
wait to plead your case before the Highest Court in existence.  If we deny 
having a connection with Christ in word or deed, then Christ cannot mention 
our name in heaven.15 A marriage contract requires two parties to agree to its 
terms.  The bride usually takes the surname of the groom.  The more we mine 
into the mystery of a relationship with the living Christ, the more we realize 

adhering to a system of religion, or competing for a pompous position, or 
performing to gain acceptance. 
 
To the Incarnated God, Jesus Christ, life is to know the Father.16 Not know 
about God, but know Him personally.  Have you known Him today?  Does He 
know you?  Is His life and character evident in you? 
 
How does your fabricated Christ look like? 
 
Jesus knows that my picture of Him will determine the way I live life, and 
ultimately, my eternal destiny.  Jesus is very much interested in how we 

ay John the Baptist; some, Elijah; some, 

Father in heaven has personally revealed this to you  this is not from any 
human source. You are Peter, a stone, and upon this rock I will build my 
church; and all the powers of hell shall not prevail against it.  And I will give 
you the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven; whatever doors you lock on earth shall 
be locked in heaven; and whatever doors you open on earth shall be open in 

17 

 

Was Jesus only a good man?  Or a miracle working prophet?  Or a radical?  Or 
was he really the Son of God, the official family representative of God on earth; 
the ultimate Hero who saved humanity?  The way that you answer these 
questions will determine the quality and destiny of your life.  And if you think 
you can come to the right answer by mere human deduction, you are wrong!  
You cannot!  Only our heavenly Father can personally reveal this to you; it 

hovers over your heart, and you are impregnated with divine truth from above. 
This life will eventually erupt out of the fountain of your lips.18 
stop there!  It starts to consume your nature, and ultimately it will become who 
you are, and determine where you are going. 
 

to try and dissect and analyze and synthesize and scrutinize Him.  We must 
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life.  Stop trying to fabricate your own little Jesus, whom you feel comfortable 

jealous lover. 
 
God is not manipulated by our religious prayers.  Our tantrums do not cause 

19 
God is the one who is forming us into His image.  Why are some of us trying to 
form God into our own image?  We are trying to create a god which will fit into 
our theological boxes. 
 
God cannot be contained.  He is wild, adventurous and unpredictable.  As I 
delve into scripture, I meet a God who can only be compared with extraordinary 
qualities.  Consuming fire.20  Eyes like a flame of fire, a voice like rushing 
waters, a hand that can hold seven blazing stars, a mouth which contains a 
sharp double-edged sword, a face that radiates like the sun at full capacity. 21 
Lion.  Leopard.  Bear.22  When God speaks, things tend to happen in extreme 
measures.  Cedar trees shatter into pieces, earthquakes register on the Richter 
scale, new life comes into existence, forests are stripped bare and new worlds 
are created.23 
 
When we are granted the spiritual sight with which to behold God as He is, 
everything about us will begin to change. The degree of change will depend on 

nto 

your sights on Christ, you will receive a new heavenly identity.  You will be 
transformed from a flimsy reed into a steadfast rock. 
 
A.W. Tozer captures the heart of the matt

24 To look upon Christ is to live by faith.  As we fix our eyes on 
Jesus, we are putting our trust in Him.25  And God is continually smiling over 
those who trust Him in a child-like manner.26 
 
 

A River runs through a block of flats 
 
Two nights ago, a small bunch from our local church decided to let God be 
God.  To allow Him to do what He wanted to do, wherever He wanted to do it.  
As I was facilitating this endeavour of faith, I had to give total control over to 
God, and trust Him for guidance.  We participated in an outreach action called 

treasures that He is seeking out.  He is seeking the lost and He is seeking 
those whose hearts are turned toward Him. 27 When you search for a treasure 

Treasure Map! 
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In the same way, we ask God to give us clues in order to find His precious 
treasures. 28  You see, God knows who needs an urgent touch from Him.  He 
knows who is privately crying out to Him in desperation.  Just think of how 
Peter was available to be lead by God in a vision to the house of Cornelius. 29  
Or what about Ananias getting some doubtful instructions concerning Saul, the 

30  God knew what were in the hearts of Saul and 

the details. 
 
We divided into 2 groups of four people each.  We prayed and asked God for 
clues.  We felt lead by God to go to a block of flats opposite a supermarket in 
the main street of our town.  The clues we got were a few names  

 
Sue-   , 

 
 

frank before I get your hopes too high.  Out of the ten clues we got, we only 
found five. 
 
After knocking on a few doors and getting no clues, we ended up in the 

charge of the block of flats.  She was so open and eager for us to pray with her.  
Her daughter also joined us later and we trusted God together for her future.  
The caretaker was so excited that she tried to help us getting our clues.  She 

o Flat 
Number Two, where we found no clue!  Well, we found no clues, but God 
found some amazing treasures.  After praying with those present (mother, two 

d their heads.  They granted 
me permission to quickly draw them a diagram, explaining the Good News of 
what Jesus came to do for us.  All four of them responded that they are in 
desperate need of a saviour.  Right there, four wondrous treasures confessed 
w
pursuit of them with child-like faith. 
 

of our clues) 2 or 3 years ago.  She told us that Veronica stays about 200m 

mother of two beautiful daughters.  She 
daughter was pregnant.  We prayed for all three of them.  Tears were just 

r of love was flooding their hearts.  We also prayed for the 
pregnant daughter and blessed the new life that was within her womb.  It was 
as if heaven was invading their house.  
 
We went away from that home with thanksgiving and praise on our lips.  Jesus 

scriptures declare that rivers of living water shall flow from the inmost being of 
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31 God is the source of all life.  From underneath 
the Heavenly Throne flows the River of God which bring life wherever it goes. 
32  

described it as a river that could not be crossed because of its depth.  This 
divine river could not be controlled. 33 Humans have a natural tendency in 

and sluices in our thinking with which we try and control the flow of what God 

wherever it wanted.  We had to jump into the River, and swim wherever it 
flowed; trusting that God would lead us.  And He did! 

 
 
The greatest of all men. 
 

34 Why 

when he spoke wi
35 In one of the shortest Bible verses lay one of the greatest truths.  

Christ must become more, I must become less.  He must be visible, I must be 
invisible. 
 

ad sign, pointing to Jesus.  He deflected the 
attention from himself and unto the Light of the world.  He was only the moon, 

somewhere in space.  What made him great was the fact that he positioned 

assigned jurisdiction.  He did his job, and then got off the scene. 
 
John prophetically saw what was in Jesus, and his desire was for others to also 
see.  

36 

 
I think Paul saw these same divine qualities, which he describes in his letter to 
the church at Philippi.  What are these traits that define who Jesus was?  Are 
we, his followers, recognized by these same attributes? 
 

 
 

Jesus knew his identity was not found in what people said or did to him, but in 

37 Who is the source of your 
identity?  Do you need the validation of men, or are you divinely secure in the 
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gave up His divine rights in order to become like one of us.  We must trust God 

It sounds like the triune monster of me, myself and I.  What rights are you 
being overly protective about? 
 

the disguise of a slave and becoming like men.)   

miracles.  No, he was just living life as a mere man, yet still God.  He became 
one of us; He identified with who we are 

38 Are you willing to live amongst a Muslim community for thirty years 
before you start preaching to them?  Are you willing to identify with the 
marginalized in your town by building authentic relationships with them?  The 
world is tired of us preaching at them from our lofty religious high grounds. 
 

 
Jesus knew the attraction power of humility.  His Father is attracted to those 
with humble hearts.  He knew the honour awaiting anyone who chose the 
pathway of humility.  In his own w

39 How 
-exaltation?  There is only 

One who can exalt. 
 
5)  He consistently responded to the F

only what he sees the Father doing, and in the same way.  40 He invites us to 
take up our cross daily and follow Him.41 Are you continually responding to 

 
Or are you too busy with your own schedule?  Must God book you three weeks 
in advance? 
 

 
For the joy of seeing the Father smile and being reconciled to His prodigal 
children, Jesus endured the cross and its humiliation.42 I cannot begin to 
grasp the shame of being crucified half naked as a criminal on a Roman cross.  
Jesus was willing to go through it all, because He was committed to pay the 
highest price in order to bring His Father joy.  What price are we willing to pay 
for God?  Is the smile of God the motivation factor in your life?  When the 
approval of God transcends the approval of man, then we will see a shining 
bride willing to pay the highest price.  In the Revelation of Jesus Christ, John 
saw that one of the overcoming elements in the saints was the fact that they 
did not love their lives unto death. 43  What are you loving more than God?44 

 
Just think of a vibrant, faith community who know their identity in Christ, who 
constantly give up their earthly rights in order to serve, who identifies 
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compassionately with the marginalized of society, who uses humility as its 

with exuberance, and who is willing to pay the highest price in order to make 
the Father smile with pleasure. 
 

such a body of people. 
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CHAPTER 4 
COMPASSION 

 
Sympathy is feeling sorry for someone who is suffering.  Compassion takes it a 
step further.  Compassion is feeling sorry for a sufferer, and having a strong 
desire to do something in order to help that person.  As we read through the 
Gospels, we see that Jesus was continually moved with compassion.  When He 
saw the weary crowds, He was moved with compassion.  When He encountered 
the sick and afflicted, He was moved with compassion.  When He saw a 
rebellious city and its impending judgement, He was moved with compassion.  
When He saw a grieving widow, He had compassion with her.  When He lost a 
friend to death, He wept compassionately over that friend.  1 
 
Jesus was moved with compassion.  But where did this compassion move Him?  
It moved Him into action!  The weary crowds He shepherded and fed.  The sick 
and afflicted He restored to health.  The rebellious city He interceded for and 
longed to gather under his wing of protection.  He raised the son of the 
grieving widow from the dead, and did the same for his friend, Lazarus. 
 
Compassion for people is a droplet of divine emotion that God pours into our 
hearts.  It is the way that God feels for and with those who are suffering.  It is 
His empathy empowering us into action.  When God sees suffering, He cries 
with the sufferer.  God is not afar off in his luxurious ivory tower; looking upon 

2 

 
He is with us in our pain and our joy, in our disappointments and our 
successes, in our weaknesses and our strengths.  That is why Eric Liddell 
could feel the pleasure of God both as he ran in the Olympics, and as he 
served on the mission field.  Isaiah describes Christ as one who would be 
despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering.  
He would take on himself our infirmities and sorrows. 3 
 
He is well able to authentically sympathize with our weaknesses, according to 
the author of Hebrews.  He has been tempted in every way like we were, yet He 
did not sin.  God choosing to identify with us on earth gives us hope.  It gives 
us the confidence to approach His throne of grace in our time of need. 4 We 
know that He would not reject or condemn us, but help us.  Jesus himself said 
that the Father did not send Him to condemn the world, but to save the world; 
to help the world. 5 
 
Crying with complete strangers 
 

to cry with complete strangers.  It was as if God gave me x-ray vision of that 

emotions of God are quite overwhelming, yet so invigorating. 
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I remember a while ago I was filling up our chu  at the petrol 
station.  As I was sitting in the minibus, a man walked past. I felt a nudge 
from God to go and speak to this man.  Eventually I gave up my stubbornness 

 do 

saying anything to him about returning to God or going to church, he blurted 
out,   
 
The compassion of God moved me into action and a stranger into tears.  I 
believe he felt how God feels about him.  Many religious folk (me included) 
have portrayed God as angry and frustrated with His world.  A God who cannot 

moment I abandoned you, but with deep compassion I will bring you back.  In 
a surge of anger I hid my face from you for a moment, but with everlasting 

6 

 

pray for your enemies.  Turn the other cheek.  Go the extra mile. Be a 
peacemaker.  Accept and welcome an evil person.  Be kind to the one who is 
accusing you.  Give to him who asks.  Bless those who curse you.  Do good to 
those who hate you.  Pray for those who misuse you.  Greet the stranger and 
the foreigner.  7 
 
The human god in me looks at these commands of Christ and protests:  

standard which Jesus sets here is humanly unattainable.  And that is exactly 
why Christ ordered an unachievable command.  He knows that in our self-
righteous pride, we will try and try and try to meet His standards.  We would 
make bricks from dead works, hypocritical laws and heavy burdens in order to 
erect our own Religious Tower of Babel - our own attempt at reaching heaven; 
our own way of deserving redemption; our own lust to be Number One; our own 
ambition to make a name for ourselves.  8 
 
Today, the church of Christ is rife with these self-exalting attitudes.  The 
reason I can make such a statement is because I am part of this church.  And 
in me I find these same Luciferian ambitions  desires to elevate myself to 

He will), the need to promote myself will be a real attraction.  We will never be 

give, when you place God first, when you place others before yourself, then you 
are starting to fulfill the requirements  

 your emotions, your will, your 
, 

g by Moses and the couriers boil 
9 
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When we come to the end of our own efforts, exhausted and disappointed, 
broken and bruised, tired and weary; that is where God will meet us.  All we 
have to do is look up from our prostate position.  What we will see is the cross.  
What we will behold is a Father running towards us with acceptance.  What we 
will experience is the end of ourselves and the beginning of God.  What we will 
feel is the divine touch of amazing grace. 10 
 
We cannot mov

love for ourselves.  How do you dish out something you do not have?  The world 
is tired of us giving them cake recipes.  They want the cakes.  They want to 
smell it, see it and taste it (especially the ladies). 
 
The journey from superficial comfort to authentic compassion starts with a 

are making an enemy of God.  How do you turn God, who is a Friend of 
sinners, into your enemy? 11 Simple.  You trust in yourself, instead of Him.  By 
your actions you say that you do not need God, and in a matter of fact, you 
think you can do a better job than He can.  The Bible has a word for it  pride.  

12 
13  

14 
 
I would not like to have God as my official opponent in life.  But the scriptures 
are very clear, when we allow arrogance in our hearts, God resists us.  He will 
confuse and frustrate our plans like He did with the inhabitants of Babel.  Do 
you perhaps feel that none of your plans ever come to fruition?  Do you feel 

over.  Are you willing to make God your Friend?  You do this by trusting Him.  
In chapter 11 of Genesis, God opposes the prideful Tower constructors.  What 
is amazing to me is that in the very next chapter, God calls Abram (Abraham) 
to start his walk of faith.  God invited Abraham to trust Him on this journey 

15 
 

u
his heart for you and your neighbours. 
 
Adriaan Strikes Back 
 

aan, has 
Down Syndrome. Adriaan went to a special school where they catered for 
children with disabilities.  When my two eldest brothers were in their teenage 
years, it was all about being cool and popular.  Whenever my parents would go 
and drop them at school, my two eldest brothers would warn Adriaan not to get 
out of the car. In their immaturity, they were ashamed of Adriaan, because he 
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was different.  Maybe they wanted to protect their own image, or maybe they 
wanted to protect Adriaan from the possible stares and remarks awaiting him 
in the real world. 
 

was happening.  Oh no, he is too smart for that.  He knew exactly what was 
happening and patiently waited for a more opportune time to strike back.  Lo 
and behold, that opportunity presented itself when his special school had some 
sort of a function going on.  Our clan of six boarded our red Volkswagen Kombi 

kombi, Adriaan turned around to his two older brothers and emphatically 
t going to make my name 

bollie, Bollie is a nice way of referring to 

ed our 
red carriage and into his domain. 
 
Whenever our family retells that story, we tend to erupt with laughter.  Today 
Adriaan is our most prized possession.  He is our secret weapon of love.  We 
could not possibly imagine our family without him. He has taught us so much 
about life, prayer, faith and love. 
 

into a larger grouping which includes the poor, the foreigner, the widow, the 
orphan, the sick, the elderly, the illiterate, the addict, the homosexual, the 
minority, the prisoner, etc.  This list is not exclusive.  Societies at large tend to 
ostracize and marginalize these above-mentioned grouping.  We tend to 
exclude them from our lives; we lock them away in the margins of society. 
 

about to His disciples 
concerning the end times.  In statement to 
his brothers is quite profound, or even prophetic in a sense. 
 

of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with 
him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory.  All the nations will be gathered 
before him and He will separate the people one from another as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats.  He will put the sheep on his right and the 

are blessed by my Father; take you inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you 
since the creation of the world.  For I was hungry and you gave me something 
to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and 
you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you 

will answe
and give you something to drink?  When did we see you a stranger and invite 
you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in 

eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you 
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gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a 
stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did  not clothe 

ll 

the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do 
n they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to 

16 
 
My socially acceptable brothers were not acceptable in the domain of my 
socially unacceptable brother.  They were rejected in his kingdom.  According 
to the words of Jesus, 
He treats us.  Popular culture on earth is in stark contrast with popular culture 
in heaven.  You can be 100% acceptable in the eyes of men, but how do you 

 
 
Mother Theresa 
leprosy, or tuberculosis, but rather the feeling of being unwanted, uncared for 
and deserted by everybody.  The greatest evil is the lack of love and charity, 
the terrible indifference towards 

17 
 
The poor is not, first of all, after your money; they are after your attention.  
They want somebody to look them in the eye and say, 
got many such poor friends across town who know that I treat them with 
dignity.  When they see me, they go out of their way to come and have a chat 
with me.   

always give them food or money, but I can always give them my time, attention 
and love. 
 

-

for the body of Christ to be just that  the body of Christ - being the hands and 
feet of Jesus on earth.  May God cure us of our selfish paralysis, so that we can 
launch into action. 
 
Chuck Smith shares his thoughts about the attitude of a large portion of the 
church concerning the ma
put their consciences at ease in the knowledge that as long as they support the 
church and its programs, the institution will take care of all those pesky 
problems such as foreign missions, feeding the hungry, providing shelter for 
the homeless, bringing meals to the sick, visiting prisoners, and so on.  
Somehow members can vicariously and anonymously accomplish all those 
tasks  for which Jesus said we will be judged  simply by putting money into 
the capable hands of  18 
 

the marginalized is quite frightening.  It forces me to take stock and assess if 
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sy with what God has put on His 
to-do-list?  Do I share His passion for planet earth? 
 
Prime Time Viewing! 
 

heart towards the marginalized of society.  You do not need to read far before 

19 
 

time spots.  
The question is:  Are we viewing the same channel, 
like to share some key passages that will act as Biblical signposts in this 
journey from comfort to compassion. 
 

  The poor: 

20 
or.  He described their deeds by 

21 

by  
ould remember the poor, the very thing which I also was eager 

 22  23 
 

 The weak:  (mentally or physically challenged, addict, victim, 
vulnerable) 

God spoke concerning the nature of the promised Messiah through his prophet 
Isaiah:   

24 Jesus emphasized compassion on the 
vulnerable through the telling of the story of the Good Samaritan. 25 Paul 

you in every way, by labouring like this, that you must support the weak. And 

26  27 
 
  The foreigner (alien, immigrant, stranger) 

n 
28 Jesus identified himself 

29 The author of 

some people have ente 30  31 
 

 The orphan and widow (fatherless) 
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32 
prodigal son.  He longs for the fatherless to come home to his house of love.  
The highlight of the story is where the father ran to his lost son, embraced him 

in a royal manner; going to all lengths to celebrate the joyous occasion.  33 
James, the brother of Jesus, writes, 
before God the Father, is this:  Reach out to the homeless and loveless in their 
plight, and guard against corruption from the godless world. 34 35 
 

  The sick and oppressed 
God told Moses to erect a bronze snake as an antidote for the poisonous venom 
that was causing the Israelites to die.  Many were healed by beholding this 
serpent on a pole. 36   
When Jesus sent out His disciples on a mission trip, He instructed them, 

37 Jesus encourages us to share His transforming 
rk when 

he prayed for a paralysed man by the name of Aeneas.  Listen to these 

38 Aeneas arose and made his bed. 39 
 

  The prisoner and captive 
hen He speaks to Moses concerning the slavery of 

heard them crying out, because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned 
about their suffering.  So I have come down to rescue  40 

 
41 He also 

encouraged his followers that when they visit a prisoner, they are in actual fact 
visiting Christ.  Jesus Christ has a strange way of being found in the most 
obscure places. 42 The apostle, Paul, also commended Onesiphorus for tending 
to his needs while he was in prison. 43 44 
 

marginalized of society.  I have provided some scripture references in the notes 
at the end of this book with which to stimulate your appetite. 
 

 
 

45 Christ has a 
heart to 
condemn a prostitute.  He would not reject a prodigal.  What is keeping the 

the conclusion that it is the legalistic older brother that is keeping the 
prodigals from meeting the Father of acceptance.  Do you think the prodigal 
would have reached the Father if he first bumped into the older brother?  The 
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older brother wou  done wrong, and given him 
46  47 

 
How many desperate sinners have I hindered to meet the Father of 
compassion?  The attitude of the older brother is a stench to God.  It is a 

has this amazing heart to heal, restore and redeem what was broken and lost.  

or the 

in order to grab the opportunity of working where God is working. 
 

heaven against men; for you neither go in yourselves, nor do you allow those 
48 

 
My father told me how he was not accepted into theological seminary in the 

 his belief that God could still work in the same manner as 

fierce that they wanted to bar 
had to look for other options and fou
compassion was evident.  This Bible school was not part of the religious 
establishment at that time in South Africa.  At the head of this ministry was 
Rev. Johan Filmalter. He understood the heart of Father God.  He allowed 

himself into the lives of young men and women who were turning to God.  He 

passed away in 1999, his legacy still shines brighter everyday in the lives of 
those he discipled and mentored. 
 
God is not necessarily asking you to start a ministry or go to the Amazon 
jungle, or get a theological degree; no, all He asks of you is to be a channel of 
His compas

dying in Mother Th
the one thing I had in my power to offer  my presence, my very self. I offered 
her the gift that everyone can give  the gift that costs more than our money 
and even our energy and time  49 
 
God is asking of us to feel the pain of those who are in pain.  He is asking of 
us to give one of our most precious commodities to those who are the apple of 

what Jesus did for us?  He took out time to come and be present in our broken 
world.  And He asks of us to do the same. Are you willing?  Are you moved with 
His compassion? Are you ready to live a life of significance? 
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CHAPTER 5 
COURAGE 

 

reply, but I know we had a great laugh about it.  You see, we were on our way 

retreat, I received a few prophetic words that all centred around the same 
theme  uncompromised courage.  The head of the ministry of which I was 
part of at that time, Rev. Cornelis van Heyningen, even saw a picture of where 
I would have the same courage as Stephen, the martyr. 1 With tears running 
down his face, he sa
myself at that time. 
 

what God was seeing.  I felt I was the exact opposite of being courageous. I 
also consistently compromised in many areas of my life.  The uncompromising 
tag was certainly not for me.  As the youngest of four brothers, I grew up in the 
shadow of my older brothers.  I was a people-pleaser; never wanting to make 
any waves.  I never voiced my needs and feelings in my family, because I was 
afraid of conflict. 
 
I think the reason why Ivor and I had such a chuckle over what was said, is 
because, being compared with a Biblical martyr, is not necessarily a prophecy 
you long to get. When God talks about courage or confidence or boldness or 

most charismatic personality, yet be too scared to admit that I made a 

c
with Him daily. 
 
God has a timeless perspective of our lives.  When he comes to us from His 
timeless realm and enters our chronological lives, He speaks to us as the 
finished produ

2 This statement by God, of course, messed up 
 

 
After Gideon complains to God about the state of his nation and laying part of 
the blame 

3 
 

the w 4 
 
We may be tempted to think that Gideon had a low self esteem.  But I tend to 
think that Gideon knew that in himself, he would never be able to do anything 
significant for God.  He knew that for anything eternally significant to happen, 
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absolutely sure that it was God who was speaking to him.  How many times 
have I rushed into something without making sure that it was God who was 
orchestrating the plot?  It is so essential that we are lead by the peace of God.  
 

anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 
your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all 

5 
 

etails worked out, and having no 
 the part 

6 Without divine peace, there will not 

136 This assurance by God came after Gideon made an 
extraordinary effort in honouring the messenger of God.  How long do you think 
it takes to prepare a young goat for lunch?  He also baked bread.  There were 
no supermarkets in those days.  He had to do everything from scratch.  It 

Gideon had a heart of honouring.  He was willing to give his best in honouring 

meal on a rock, and also poured out the broth on it.  The Angel of the Lord 
touched the meal with his staff and a fire rose from the rock and consumed it. 
 
At this, Gideon realized that this messenger / angel / man was actually God 
Himself who was in his midst.  Gideon built an altar to the Lord and called it 

-Lord-is-
our hearts when we submit to Him in honour and reverence.  When our focus is 
on getting our own way; His peace will be absent.  There will be a false peace 
that leads to deception, but not the real thing.  After this encounter with God, 
Gideon starts to do som

7 He also 
leads three hundred men with torches and trumpets to defeat the Midianite 
army that were as numerous as locusts. 8 

 
Godly valour 
fact that I cannot even change myself; not to mention changing the world.  In 
this realization of my utter need of God, He starts to birth true confidence.  
Confidence in who He is.  Confidence in the fact that He made a way for us, so 
that we can enter His royal throne Room to find grace and mercy. 9 At His 
Throne Room we deserve the death sentence according to Paul, the apostle. 10 
But instead, we find God smiling at us as we approach Him in child-like trust.  
He loves it when we accept His gift of grace and mercy - mercy to cover and 
cleanse us; grace to empower and propel us.  Who would not have the boldness 
to scale mountains when you get your directives from the Supreme Commander 
of the universe? 
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Praying Dangerous Prayers 
 
Why would a truck driver bring his 40-ton truck to a standstill at the command 
of a 70kg traffic officer?  The truck driver is not necessarily afraid of the man, 
but he is wary of the authority that man represents.  If the driver ignores the 
instruction of the traffic officer, and speeds by, the officer only has to radio in 

license plate to the control room, and backup will be sent out.  The 
government will do everything in its power to catch the fugitive truck driver.    I 
can just see in my mind all the commotion. It will look like something close to 
the search for Harrison Ford 
helicopters, special law enforcement agencies  the works! 
 
What gives that officer confidence, is the authority that is backing him up.  If 
he acts in accordance with the laws of the nation, he can have full assurance 
that his orders will be backed up with action.  On the other hand, the 
government will not assist him if he acts on his own behalf and outside his 
jurisdiction. 
 
Before Jesus went back to Headquarters, He commissioned his disciples: 

 
people commit 100 percent to my way of life.  I want them to prove it with the 
symbolic sign of Baptism  dying to one way of life and waking up to the new 

underwrite them all.  Inspire them with my instructions; coach them to keep 
11 

 
All authority in heaven and earth was given to Jesus, and now He sends out his 
followers to go and represent Him on the earth.  He promises them that He 
also will be with them all the way.  Just like the traffic officer, if they act in 
accordance with His will, His power and authority will be there.  The question 
that remains to be asked is this:  Who do I represent?   God or myself?  Whose 
interests do I really have at heart?  Am I really concerned with what God is up 
to on the earth?  Or am I just hanging on for the benefits? 
 
Paul saw this distinction between true ambassadors of Christ and those who 
attempt to serve their own ambitions whilst following Christ from afar.  He 

thing that counts is the nod of approval from their off 12 The 
only thing that matters is to see the smile of God; not the approval of man, but 

snare, but whoever leans on, trusts in, and puts his confidence in the Lord is 
13 

 
The greatest faith Jesus found on earth while he was here was that of a military 

icer 
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yourself, because I am not worthy to have you come into my house.  That is 
why I did not come to you myself.  But you only need to command it, and my 
servant will be healed.  I, too, am a man under authority of others, and I have 

14 
 

was 

15 

 
The outcome of this story was a servant who was restored back to health by a 
mere command of Jesus.  All Jesus needed to do a miracle was a man who 

our ship, and when we come to a place of honouring every person God has 
placed over, beside, and under us. 
 

send you to boot camp.  And what do they do at boot camp?  They try and 
break your will.  A corporal knows that a troop whose will is not in submission 
to the chain-of-command is a danger to his 
experience or perspective that a colonel or general has.   

-breaking methods that the military uses, 
 

 
This is where dangerous prayers come in.  God will never try and break our will.  
The reason for that is because He gave us a free will in the first place.  He 
wants us to choose for 
force us to choose it.  And in the same breath he allows us to experience the 
consequences of our choices  both good and bad. 
 

y 

earth as it is in heave 16 

 

righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands, no one who seeks 
God. All have turned away; they have together become worthless; there is no 

17 
 
Our DNA is stained with sin.  We naturally want to do our own thing.  When 
Jesus was faced with the biggest test of His earthly existence, it all boiled 
down to th -

18 A second time he 
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prayed,  for this cup to be taken away unless I 
19 

 
Do you realize what is happening here?  The Son of God in human form is 

at His arrest, His trial, or His crucifixion.  No, it was in praying the most 

danger is not in the prayer, but in the way God uses people who pray that kind 
of prayer.  

e, so he tries to 
manipulate and deceive people into vowing allegiance to him. People who pray 

 
 

prayed this kind of prayer.  When the King, Nebuchadnezzar, the ruler of the 
world super-power, Babylon, set up a golden statue of himself; he ordered all 
his subjects to bow before it and worship it. 20 
refused and was brought before the K

this matter.  If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able 
to save us from it, and He will rescue us from your hand, O King.   But even if 
He does not, we want you to know, O King, that we will not serve your gods or 

21 

 
Wow, that is confidence!  A quiet strength is going to be a trademark of the 
breakthrough generation God is raising up in these last days.  God speaks to 

22 

 
These not-my-will-but-Yours-be-done prayers are not only reserved for the 
climactic events in life.  No, they must be prayed every day, in every decision 
you make.  You train yourself in the small things to abdicate your will, and 

the stakes are much higher. I challenge you to start praying this prayer  it will 
change your life significantly; not over
back in a few years from now at what God has done. 
 
The Fool says in his heart 
 
I was sharing with my class the wonders of intelligent design.  I showed them 

parts of this cell phone coincidently came together out of nowhere to form this 

 no chance of that happening.  My question that followed there 
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big explosion somewhere, or do you think there is an Intelligent Designer 

my topic further, one of the students repeatedly tried to get my attention.  To 
give you some background, he is the one who always have a question to ask or 
an answer to give.  I have even asked him once, 
to my questions  
hand, or aft  
 
So, as I try to finish up my talk, this boy tenaciously keeps up his hand.  After 
a while of ignoring him, I turn towards him in 

e out of 

23 

 
When he read those words, the presence of God filled our classroom.  This was 

 that took me a whole 
lesson to explain.  God spoke through this child and confirmed in the hearts of 
all the children in class that He is an Intelligent Designer who created the 

 
 
Now, this is actually where the real story begins.  As I dismissed the students 

help me, or God will not come through for me, 
words, every time that I do not trust that God will be God in a certain situation, 

 His existence theologically, but I deny 

betray my words. 
 

d is it, my brother, if a man 
claims to have faith but has no deeds?  Can such faith save him?  Suppose a 
brother or sister is without clothes and daily food.  If one of you, says to him, 
Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed, but does nothing about his 
physical needs, what good is it?  In the same way faith by itself, if it is not 

what I do.  You believe that there is one God.  Good!  Even the demons believe 
that  and shudder.  You foolish man, do you want evidence that faith without 

24 
 

 
 

 
The crux of this scripture for me is that faith is about action.  It surpasses our 
set of beliefs and manifests into tangible deeds.  It is very interesting to me 
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how James used a very simple, day-to-day, human-like example of clothing and 

or heal the blind.  No, he says that faith is as simple as acting on the divine 
compassion that is stirring in your heart.  To believe that you should do 
something, and doing it, is two totally different things.  

 

existence, and shudder. 25 It is time for our theology to transpire into reality.  
Through our trust-
and see that the Lord is good.  Our faith actions are what make the unseen 
seen.  Our deeds of inspiration make God tangible for the hungry seeker. 
 
Believing in evidence that God exists is one thing, yet experiencing that He is 
evident in my circumstance is what the world is seeking after.  Now for the big 
question:  How do we obtain the courage to act out our faith? 
 

 
 

:  

Kingdom of God and the person of the Son of God  the message and the man 
 

possession of me.  At eighty-seven one is supposed to dim down and take life 
easily and calmly.  I do, for his yoke is easy and his burden light, and I do 
things calmly, for this fire t
Moses, which was afire but not consumed.  This divine fire does not consume, 
it consummates  you walk out of it like the Hebrew captives without the smell 
of smoke 26 
 

boldness to step out and act.  Faith that causes us to act comes when we 
27 Somewhere along 

the line, the reality of the Word-seeds within our hearts will become greater 
than our day-to-day reality.  The divine seeds will germinate and start to 
transform our lives and the environments we move in. 
 
E. Stanley Jones had a tremendous impact on India.  He had a fire in his belly 
and a passion in his heart to see the Kingdom of God manifest in India.  He 
wanted to see Heaven come down to earth.  Jones served everyone from the 
lowest castes (Dalits), to leaders.  He had a Godly influence on global leaders 
like Franklin D. Roosevelt and Mahatma Gandhi.  In 1959, Dr. Stanley was 

hodist missionary publication 
World Outlook. 28 
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your feet tap?  One of my greatest desires is to stand before God on the Day of 
and faithful servant.  You lived 

29 
 
Just like Jones, God is calling us from being aimless to being mission-focused, 
from being ordinary to being extraordinary.  How do we become extraordinary 
mission agents on the earth?  We allow Jesus to get into our blood.  We allow 
the Living Word to become flesh in our lives; to become reality.   When this 
happens, there will be a boldness rising within us to act - 
behalf, to do His bidding, to proclaim His Good News, to aid His divine labour, 
to spread His good vibrations, to impact cities and influence nations, to glorify 
His name. 30 
 
The author of Hebrews says that it is impossible 
without faith.  God is waiting for His children to walk out in complete trust of 
His character.  He loves it when the chips are down, and we still decide to put 
everything on the line for His sake. He wants to show Himself faithful and 
strong in our desperation and weakness.  Rick Warren says that to allow worry 
in our lives is practical atheism. 31 

 
I would rather be a fool in the eyes of the world, than be a fool in the eyes of 
God. 32 
 

My righteous one will live by faith.  And if he shrinks back, I will not be 
33 Then the author encourages his fellow brothers and 

but of those who believe and are sa 34 

 
The time to decide is now!  Will we pull back into convenient comfort, or will 
we step out for God and ensure salvation for us and those we come into 
contact with?  Noah, the great ship builder, saved everyone who was willing to 
connect with him in covenant.  By his complete reliance on God, Noah built an 
ocean liner with which he preserved both creature and human.  His faith in 

35 

 
What is your faith doing for God?  Is it preserving your life, your family, your 
community, your nation, and your descendants?  Contrary to popular belief, 
God is into the preservation business; not the devastation business. Let 
courage be found in our unlimited Preserver. 
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CHAPTER 6 
CONFLICT 

 
Do you sometimes feel human like me?  Take the other night for instance  I 
was supposed to put in some hours of studying for my exams coming up in 

activity, I just felt ugghh.  I went for an ice cream, read the newspaper, 
chatted with friends and family over the phone, and lay on my bed to read a 
good book. 
 

-
wants, needs, desires, sugar-levels, bad days, good days, impure thoughts, 

attended the -
short Tobias  

that my Great Grandfather Julius (where I get my middle name from) turned 

 
 
This tale has another twist.  

genes?  And here comes the paradox; the connotative meaning for my middle 
thful bald-man being 

regenerated (anybody know of a good hair-growth product?). 1 

 
And here comes the cherry on the cake!  Yesterday in class, an eight year old 

husband-like maturity in me, but then it dawned on me - maybe she just saw 
my receding hairline. 
 
Receding hairlines and bald genes are trivial matters in the greater scheme of 
things.  But this conflict in me points to a greater war that is constantly waging 
within the depths of my soul.  The great pioneer-apostle, Paul, gives us a 
glimpse of his inner struggle in the boo

 messed up at that.  I just 
 

max.  The stuff I want to give up keeps kicking in, and the stuff I want to start 

not 
under any illusions  
plan good stuff, but my dark side slams the brakes on.  The good I plan gets 
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pulls the shutters down and I grope around trying to remember what I planned.  

p.  What a state!  What a 

me flying over the cliff?  Thank God  the answer is Jesus the Liberator, the 
Boss  

2 
 
I love the authentic honesty with which Paul is expressing his inner conflict.  
He is not pretending to have it all together.  He struggled with the same stuff 
that you and I struggle with today.  The fact that this great man of God 

from the inside; you are actually quite normal.  I think the word for it is being 
 

 
The Great Set-Up! 
 
Have you ever pondered the fact that God gave us standards to adhere to, that 
He knew we could never be able to attain?  He gave us a set of rules that we 
could never flawlessly observe.  And to top that, when Jesus came to earth, He 
upgraded some of those decrees even further.  Listen to what He says to His 

not murder.  If 
you are even angry with someone, you are subject to judgment!  If you call 
someone an idiot, you are in danger of being brought before the court.  And if 
you curse someone, you are in danger of the fires of hell!  3 

 
This last sentence by Christ is quite a bitter pill to swallow.  Who will be able 
to keep up with that?  How do you stop the venomous sewage of anger before it 

 In 
South Africa, this is quite a common remark hurled at taxi drivers.  You have to 
see it, to believe it.  These guys drive to a different set of traffic laws than the 
rest of the population.  They have unpublicized privileges on the road that I 
can only dream of. 
 
In a sense, Jesus is upgrading anger outbursts and derogatory name-calling to 

 
4 
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My CV is starting to take a turn for the worse.  According to the standards of 
hat go down in a job interview?  

Or in court?  As you read through the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus raises the 
bar continually.  He offers wives justice and security from promiscuous 
husbands.  5 eir 

6 He asks of us to be totally counter-culture by returning evil with 
good. 7 

want to curse. 8 

 
As you read further through the teachings of Jesus, and observe His life; you 
start to realize that His benchmark is unattainable.  A word that summarizes 

 

 
 
If God gave us a law that we cannot keep, then why did He give it to us in the 
first place?  If He knew we were going to fail, why did He bother? 
 

-

myself, my accomplishments, and my self-made righteousness.  In our world 
today, man has been elevated to the place of God.  Humanism proclaims that 
man is self-
successful.  Man has become his own 
Humanity is like a gang of street kids who live by their own code.  Through 
their eyes, everybody else is at fault.  They tend to survive by creating their 
own set of rules.  They scheme and steal and lie, but if you confront them with 
truth, they will vehemently deny any wrongdoing. 
 
My brother texted 
experiencing the pain of real life, we are too ignorant or/and arrogant to 

9 As I regularly interact with people inside and outside the church, I 
am flabbergasted by the passive, nonchalant attitude many have towards the 

ey experienced that 
the pleasures of this world will never be able to satisfy their deeper appetites? 
 

was given to Moses at Mt. Sinai so that no man can claim to be excused from 
its demands. 10 God rules and passes judgement by His Divine Constitution.  A 
criminal who is tried and convicted in court cannot plead for mercy on the 
basis of ignorance.  The South African Constitution is accessible to all of its 
citizens - just go to 
written on the pages of the Holy Bible.  Are you familiarizing yourself with it?  

has spelled it out for us by the hands of prophet, priest, fisherman, revenue 
officer, farmer, ship builder, sailor, prince, king, traveller, poet, musician, 
engineer, builder, advisor, preacher, and friend. Behind the heart, mind and 
hand that wields the pen, lies the guidance of the Divine Author.  Paul 
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God- 11 God will not allow us to plead ignorance.  On the Day of 
Judgment, no man or woman will be able to point a finger at God. 
 

 this as bluntly as possible.  The law of God is there to show us 

t was the 
law that showed me my sin.  I would never have known that coveting was 

12 Earlier in his letter, he 

13 David echoes the words of Paul in one of his Psalms.  His remarks will 

14 

 
-

us to realize the reality of our depravity.  He wants us to admit our desperate 
need of Him.  He is just waiting for us to run to Him with total abandon and 
s

15 Why would a just God long to show mercy to us?  
The answer to this question is the crux of the Gospel we preach.  It is 

 
 

 
 
I always make a joke by saying that I was a charismatic baby.  When I was 
born, my father was studying at Bible College, and he had a hunger for more of 
God.  He was not satisfied with the status quo, and ventured out into un-
chartered waters in search of renewal.  I was raised in a home where we had to 
trust God for everything.  My parents instilled a legacy of faith in me that I am 
eternally grateful for. 
 

 policeman, or fireman, or doctor, or accountant, or 
pastor, or engineer, or businessman, or painter.  Yet one thing that was always 

do you explain that to inquisitive onlookers? 
 

of the Lord, that I will seek: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the 
days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in His 

16 This was 
the crux of my heart  to gaze upon the delightfulness of God; to be with Him 
forever. 
 
Deep down within the recesses of my being, I knew that no other pleasure 
would be able to quench my aching fo
will show me the path of life; in Your presence is fullness of joy; at your right 

17 How do you even start to compare earthly 
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pleasures that will last between 70 to 100 years, with divine pleasures that 
will last for eternity?  Why are we so short-sighted?  We would rather be 
satisfied with temporal satisfaction like Esau, than waiting and yearning for 

within him that could not be satisfied by temporal pleasures.   Jacob had such 
a hunger for God that David identifies him as the benchmark-example of a man 
who seeks God. 18  19 
 

qualif
Throne of Grace.  As you draw near to Him, He will sort you in due time.  But 
before He even starts to re-

20 He accepts you just as you are  with your stench of sin and all.  God 
delights in the tears of a penitent heart.  His divine senses have an appetite for 
the sight and smell of remorse-filled tears. 
 

a 21 As I grew 

count the amount of times I listened to or preached the message of the Cross.  
I was well versed in th
was an A-
the earth.  He is blameless  a man of complete integrity.  He fears God and 

22 
 
As far back as I can remember, I always had a heart burning after God.  I 
wanted to live a life that pleased Him.  I had this desire in me not to let God 
down.  I was the obedient brother in our family.  At a stage, my two elder 
brothers turned their backs on God and the church, and lived like the prodigal 

wayward sons.  God was faithful and gracious; He brought both of them back 
into relationship with Him.  Today, both of them serve God with all their 
hearts.  But I went through the same teenage years as them, yet never did I 

 the 
 

 
I was earning my stars in the house of God.  I was advancing in the ranks as I 
put in a lot of effort for the cause of Christ.  I was performing to be seen, to be 
noticed, to be valued and to be accepted.  However, deep down within me, 
there was something else at work  something so dubious, so atrocious, it took 
me a lot of failure and embarrassment to see the real me. 
 
After school, I went to study at a Christian Arts College. 23 Within eight months 
of being there, I was already leading an outreach team at 18 years of age.  At 
19 years of age, I was leading a full-time outreach team in the Western Cape 
province of South Africa.  At 20 years, two congregations already offered me a 

-
ladder of the church scene.  During this time of immense growth, something 
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else was at work within me.  I was fighting a battle that most young men have 
to fight: lust. 
 
The seeds of lust were already sown at a young age.  I remember how my 
friend and I stumbled upon some nud
abandoned swimming pool.  Those images awakened something in me that 

discipleship and accountability partners, I managed to brave the turbulent 
waters of my teenage years.  I entered my twenties with some applaudible 
accomplishments under my belt.  I was still a virgin and winning the battle 
against lust.  In my own strength, I was able to keep the laws of purity.  I was 
striving to walk blameless before God in a perverse generation.  But 
unbeknown to me, I was setting myself up for a great fall.  I did not realize the 
extent of my prideful condition.  My self-dependence and self-righteousness 

24 

 

apart from Him.  When Jesus came to earth, He shattered that self-righteous 
way of living.  He modeled a life of total dependence upon God, His Father.  

25 In a sense, I was living off two 
trees  the tree of life, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil. 26 
 
God detests any human effort in bridging the gap that was created by sin.  Just 
think of the Tower of Babel. They wanted to reach heaven by their own means.  
27 I was trying to win this battle for purity in my own strength.  The prophet 

d 
and impure with sin.  When we display our righteous deeds, they are nothing 
but filthy rags.  Like autumn leaves, we wither and fall, and our sins sweep us 
away like the wind.  Yet no one calls on Your name or pleads with You for 
mercy.  Therefore, You have turned away from us and turned us over to our 
sins.  And yet, O Lord, you are our Father, we are the clay, and you are the 

28 
There are a few phrases in this passage of scripture that stands out for me:  

all infected 
Our righteous deeds are like filthy rags 

We are withering like autumn leaves 
Our sins sweep us away like the wind! 

 
Before long, I was being swept away by an addiction to pornography and self-

he harder I fell when the next 
round of temptation hit.  I read every book and went to every seminar that 
could help me fix my problem.  It helped for a week or two or the most three 
but then I just gave in again to my desires.  I was looking for a 5-step program 
to fix my addiction.  I started to feel so ashamed and guilty when sharing it 
with my accountability partners, because it felt like that was all we were 
talking about.  My identity became my hidden struggle with addiction. 
 



49 

 

Coupled with this addiction was an ever-increasing struggle I started to develop 
with depression.  I was in my mid-twenties, and I wanted to end my life.  
Everything was dead on the inside of me.  I remember how I rehearsed my 
suicide in my mind over and over.  I also thought of ways to disappear into thin 
air, and making it look like an accident.  I wanted to run away from everything 
and everybody.  How can I, Tobias van Reenen, worship leader and youth 

 
 
All this culminated in a period where I fell into a deep depression and cycle of 
addiction. I was trying to battle these inner forces on my own. The moment you 

isolate yourself for the enemy to harass you. I felt like David felt when he 

away, and I groaned all day long.  Day and night your hand of discipline was 
heavy on me.  My strength evaporated like water in 29 

 
The moment I took responsibility for my sin, I realized that I was an addict.  I 
told God that He could take away everything from me  my friends, my job, my 
ministry, my reputation, but I begged Him not to take away His presence from 
me.  I would rather sweep the streets of Baghdad for a living and have God as 
my friend, than have all the respect from the religious community and lose 

God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.  Do not take your Holy Spirit from 
me.  Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, and uphold me by Your generous 

30 

 
This time I realized that through all my effort I would never be able to create a 
clean heart in myself.  Because that is what I was trying to do the whole time  
I wanted to bring about my own salvation in my struggle with lust.  But this 
time I was broken; I was at the end of myself.  God alone is the One who can 
create a new heart in me.  He alone can rescue; He alone can save.  At this 

 
 
My father flew down 
 
I can just imagine you sitting and reading this book in the subway, taxi, bed, 
study, kitchen, toilet, porch, plane and jumping up and down with frustrated 

 
 

31 Grace found this charismatic when he was at the end of himself, at 
the end of his formulas and performances  that is where grace found me.  
God found me there and picked me up, held me to His chest and cried with 
me.  Tears come into my eyes as I recall those days.  Those were bitter sweet 

such close communion with a loving Father.  He was right there with me.  

w 32 
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I confessed the severity of my addiction to my spiritual mentor, church 
eldership and also to my parents.  The gracious way in which my pastor and his 
wife treated me in this time of brokenness was amazing.  I cannot begin to 
describe the gratitude I have in my heart towards them as I was starting out on 
this journey of recovery. I was really struggling.  My pastor saw my struggle and 

son; 

compassion and mercy.  It reminds me of the manner in which Jesus came to 
ds his Son to slam people down?  NO!  He 

33 
 
My dad flew down at his own expense. For an entire two days we allowed the 
Holy Spirit to reveal the lies and hurts that was hidden beneath my depression 
and addiction.  I allo
me free from bondage.  I cried and cried and cried.  Emotions that were 
suppressed for years came out.  After the two days, I was emotionally drained  
even my body was tired.   But in my soul I felt something had lifted.  A burden 
that I was carrying was laid down at the Cross of Christ, and now I was picking 
up His yoke, which is easy and light.  34 
 
I realized for the first time in my life that it was okay to feel - to feel pain, to 
feel joy, sadness, anger, disappointment, excitement.  I remember a few times 

I used to walk away from those meetings infuriated with what she said.   But 
the bottom line is, she was right.  I had no life in me - no joy.  One of the first 

of the crowd. 
 
Slowly but surely, I was making progress on this road of recovery.  The more I 
was vulnerable and open to others about my weaknesses and struggles, the 
more healing and grace I experienced.  35 I believe my struggles gave others 
hope!  Hope to believe that God can help them with what they were struggling 

36 
 
What!  How does that work?  I thought God works through our strengths.  Yes, 
He does.  But He specializes in working through our weaknesses.  Paul goes 

why I take pleasure in my weaknesses and in the insults, hardships, 
persecutions, and troubles that I suffer for Christ.  For when I am weak, then I 

37 

 
The first line of the greatest sermon ever preached, by the noblest man who 
ever lived, reads like 
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38 Did you get that?  

 spiritual bankruptcy, and 
39 

 
God is attracted to our weakness.  He loves it when we honestly admit how 
desperately we need Him.  40 What is the weakness that you are battling?  
What addiction is secretly holding you ransom?  It can be anything from a 
dysfunctional dependence upon people to substance abuse; from finding your 
comfort in food, to being a workaholic.  You know what you are struggling with.  

 the foot of the cross for 
you.  He bore your shame and identified with your guilt. He became enslaved, 
so that you could be set free.  Whatever conflict you have inside; it is time to 
lay it down, so that Christ can bring peace in your soul. 
 
I am still a recovering child of God who struggles with sexual addiction.  I do 

-

that I can make the biggest blund

more deeply what sin is.  It is far more to do with what we are like within 
ourselves that it has to do with things some Christians have called sin  kinds 

circles.  I am not suggesting that we approve of such sin.  But not doing some 
things can camouflage as godliness and give a self-righteous feeling. 41 
 

before God like the psalmists of old and confess our struggles.  Listen to a 

 let 
God lift your life up; stack that weight on.  God, all of it, complete; see if He 

42 
 

be afraid to confess to God what is truly in your heart; He loves to respond to 
an honest heart.  Let us also remember that God has placed us in a physical 
and spiritual family where we can authentically admit our weaknesses and find 
help.  Paul encourageous the churches in the region of Galatia with these 
words:  43 The 

man who isolates himself seeks his own desire; he rages against all wise 
44 The enemy wants to isolate us in our conflict, but we must not 

go down that path.  No matter your position or public reputation, reach out for 
help; it is there.  James, the brother of Jesus, knew that one of the key 
ingredients of a recovering heart was humility.  He wrote to his readers:  

45 
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or 

externally.  Paul encourage  
of the faith.   Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when you 

46 Let us keep 
on fighting to believe that what God has promised in His Word, will happen.  
We will be completely set free.  We will receive an eternal reward.  We will be 
completely satisfied in Him.  We will see the invisible become visible.  Our 
hope will become our reality.  
 
I realize that any struggle with addiction can be a complex matter.  My intent 
in sharing my own story was to give people hope.  It was not intended as the 
blueprint for all roads to recovery.  Please refer to the notes at the end of the 
book for further resources.  47 
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CHAPTER 7 
COST 

 
My two sisters-in-law both have connections with the little town of Hoopstad in 
the Free State Province of South Africa.  Hoopstad is an Afrikaans word 

neighbouring province of the Northern Cape, called Hopetown.  This is not the 
same town as Hoopstad.  Hopetown and Hoopstad are about 300km apart. You 
can just imagine the number of mix-ups in the mail over these two seemingly 
similar names. 
 
My one sister-in- -
in-law became a follower of Christ in their church whilst working as an 
occupational therapist in Hoopstad.  It all so happened that three of the four 
Van Reenen brothers were attending a Sunday service in Hoopstad over a 
summer holiday.  My second eldest brother, Jan, was invited by his father-in-
law to preach the message on that specific Sunday.  I remember how I sat next 
to my eldest brother whilst listening to Jan preaching.  The Lord dropped a 
question into my heart:   

 of your family, so that you can be a blessing to 
 

 
Heavy stuff!  I immediately cracked up and started to cry.  My brother must 
have thought it was his anointed preaching that drove me to tears.  The thing 
that God was asking of me was so close to me, so hard for me to give up.  At 

1 There was a price to 
be paid; a cost to be counted. 
 
This question reminds me of the instruction and promise God gave Abram 
when he was still in the Ur o

make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your name great; and you 
shall be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who 

2  Abram 
had to count the cost both ways.  If he responded to God in obedience, he 
would have to leave his place of familiarity; his place of comfort.  He had to 
pack his bags and move away from his securities  house, family, culture, 
hometown, memories, friends, nationalism, monthly income, and pension.  He 
had to equate the price to be paid with the promise God made.  Would the 
fulfillment mise surpass the price that was paid? 
 

redemptive story.  The price of remaining stuck in the comforts of his 
hometown.  The price of possibly missing an encounter with the Living God, a 
personal relationship with the Supreme Being over all.  3 

the price we have to pay is presently and temporarily, but the rewards are 
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eternal and forever
forever, yet the rewards are temporal and passing. 
 
We must come to a place where we count the cost to be paid, and make a 

hat were 

father, mother, spouse, children, brothers, sisters   

 my disciple. Is there anyone here who, planning to build a 

complete it?  If you only get the foundation laid and then run out of money, 
veryone passing by will poke fun at you:  

into battle against another king without first deciding whether it is possible 
with his ten thousand troops to face the twenty thousand troops of the other?  

or people, and kiss it good- 4 
 
Jesus would not 
like that.  Why would he scare away the crowds by raising the bar of 
commitment in such an unprecedented fashion?  Jesus did not beat around 
the bush.  If you want to follow him, you have to count the cost.  The 
commitment He asks of you is that of a bride vowing to stay faithful to her 

my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called woman (wow-man), 
because she was t

5 The man has to leave 
everything in order to cleave to his wife.  All other earthly relationships fade in 
comparison with this one  the one with his wife.  Paul uses this natural 
matrimony to point us to a deep mystery  the mystery that the God
Bridegroom is calling us back to our point of origin.  He is calling us back to 
Himself, to our birthplace, to our womb of conception; to becoming one with 
Him in Spirit.  In the physical it is one flesh, but in the spiritual it is one 
Spirit.  Paul expressed this total commitment God has towards us in his 
passionate plea to the ch
jealousy of God himself.  I promised you as a pure bride to one husband  
Christ.  But I fear that somehow your pure and undivided devotion to Christ 
will be corrupted, just as Eve was deceived by the cunning ways of the 

6 
 
God never intended our commitment to be, first of all, towards a set of rules, 
but to commit to Him, as a person.  He wants our hearts; He wants us. 
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Room temperature drinks 
 
Who of you like lukewarm coffee on an icy wint

and our water refreshingly cold.  And when it comes to the issues of the heart, 
we tend to follow the same principle.  There is nothing more frustrating for an 
employer, than to be stuck with an unenthusiastic employee.  Coaches do not 

 
 
Now, I have a question for you?  Do you think God is any different in this 
regard?   Do you think God is satisfied with our half-hearted, commitment 

that conclusion.  God proclaimed to His children through Mose

7 This picture of how God carried His people on 

the script of an epic modern-day film.  The hero (God) destroys the antagonist 
(Egyptians) and rescues the girl (Israel).  God is not about to share His bride.  
He rescued her.  He rescued us.  He rescued you.  God cannot be substituted.  
He is the source of life and love.  8 When we substitute God with earthly 
sources of life and fulfilment, we fool ourselves and we provoke God to anger.  

roused my jealousy by worshipping things that are not God; they have provoked 
9 Moses warns the Israelites against idol 

10 
 

of God as a jealous God it means that He desires us in the purest, most 
relentless way.  His is a jealousy that humankind can never know; for God is 
the only one who has a right to be jealous, because He is the only one who is 
perfect in love.  His jealousy is not controlling  it is releasing.  Holy jealousy 

God does not just love us because He has to, but because He wants to.   He is 
not moved to love us merely to maintain His own moral excellence, but 
because He desires us.  His jealousy is an absolute intolerance of anything that 

11 
 
Did you see that?  God desires us in the purest, most relentless way; not 
because He must, but because He wants to.  He gave the best He could in 
order to pursue this relationship with us.  He gave Himself, His life, His blood, 
His control, His power, His throne, His all, so that you and I can be reconciled 
to the divine relationship.  
 

of us with apathy, lukewarmness or disinterest.  Jesus rebukes the church at 
Laodicea for such a
hot.  I could wish you were cold or hot.  So then because you are lukewarm, 
and neither cold nor hot.  I will vomit you out of My mouth.  Because you say, 
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 and do not know 
that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked.  I counsel you to buy 
from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, 
that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be 
revealed, and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see.  As many as I 
love, I rebuke and discipline.  Therefore be eager and repent.  Behold, I stand 
at the door and knock.  If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will 
come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.  To him who overcomes I 
will grant to sit with Me on My throne as I also overcame and sat down with My 
Father on His throne.  He who has an ear let him hear what the Spirit says to 

12 

 
This passage concludes with Jesus urging the churches to develop their 
spiritual hearing.  He is advising you and me to train the ear of our spirit in 
order to hear His voice.  It is not good enough to have a radio receiver; you 
have to tune it into your desired radio station.  In the same way, it is not good 
enough for you to have an ear; you must tune it into the God-frequency. 
 
 
What did you hear when you read the words of Christ in the scripture above?  

he two 
worlds Jesus identifies. 
 

Physical and Temporal World Spiritual and Eternal World 
 
-

 

 

 
5)  The self-

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Deception has a way of making us look better than we truly are.  Without God 
we are nothing, and the sooner we realize it, the better. In the eyes of the 
world, we may seem rich, self-made, independent, full of vision and 
fashionable; but in the eyes of God we are poor sick, miserable, blind and 
naked.  Jesus counsels us to buy three things from Him  gold, clothes and eye 
ointment.  These items are symbolic of a deeper truth.  God speaks of that 
which is valuable and precious.  In other words, the only place to receive real 
value is from God.  He is the One who makes us valuable.  We are made in His 

13 
Clothing speaks of your new identity in God.  He clothes you with His stature.  
You can only find your true identity in Christ, and nowhere else.  God also 
removes our old nature of sin and gives us His divine nature of purity and life.  

Paul admonishes us to be clothed with the Lord Jesus Christ.  14 In the 
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previous chapter, we learnt that our righteous deeds are like filthy rags.  It is 
only God who has the ability to clothe us with what is acceptable in the courts 
of heaven.  Zechariah saw a vision from God which beautifully depicts God as 

standing before the angel of the Lord and Satan standing at his right side to 

who has chosen Jerusalem, rebukes you!  Is not this man a burning stick 

15 It is what Christ did for us on the 

sight. 
 
The third item is eye lotion.  God wants us to see like He sees.  We will only be 
able to see when we are clothed in Christ.  He gives us a good scrub, and then 

16 We start seeing God and His 
divine activity when He decides to open our eyes.  We must continually 

17 There comes a day when our Heavenly 
Father decides that it is time for Him to be found by you.  The truth of the 
matter is: God is so enormously BIG, that He will forever keep on revealing 
Himself to us in the most spectacular ways.  Our mere mortal bodies cannot 
contain the majesty of His Royalty. 
 
Luke tells us about the time when Jesus was walking and talking with two 
disciples on the road to Emmaus in His resurrected body.  They were hiking 
quite a long stretch with Jesus without even noticing that it was Him.  When 
they arrived home, they invited Him in for dinner.  Listen to the words as Luke 

thanks, broke it and began to give it to them.  Then their eyes were opened 
and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight.  They asked 
each ot

18 
 

 He is the only 
one that can give us a glimpse of His Heavenly Kingdom.  As their eyes were 
opened, they recognized Him.  God is longing to open our eyes, so that we can 
know Him more intimately.  Listen how Paul prays for the saints in the city of 
Ephesus
prayers.  I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious 
Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know 
him better.  I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order 
that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his 
glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who 

19 
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The Father knows that when we get a glimpse of who He really is, we will never 
be able to satisfy our deepest longings with any other sight. 
 
A Cashless Society 
 

cashless society long before our modern minds thought of the credit card or 
the chip?  I can just see your jaw dropping to the floor with the following 

who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come buy 
and eat!  Come buy wine and milk without money and without cost.  Why 
spend money on what is not bread, and your labour on what does not satisfy?  
Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and your soul will delight in the 

20 
 
Actually, Isaiah is a step ahead of the most advanced technology we have 

eyeball, or any of those things you see on the movies.  If my conclusion is 
ost anything.  But the 

f  
 
There are two factors in this passage of scripture that we must see.  First of all, 
this thirst and hunger, which the prophet is speaking about, is not a physical 

pants for the streams of water, so my soul pants for you, O God.  My soul 
thirsts for God, for the living God.  When can I go and meet with God?  My 
tears have been my food day and night, while men say to me all day long, 

21 
 
Men over the ages have tried to fill the gaping hole in their souls with earthly 
nourishment.  The endless abyss within us cries out for thorough satisfaction.  
No matter how much we try to fill it with natural means, it just does not 
suffice.  Just ask the drug addict, the relational addict or the restaurant addict 
or the sex addict, or the money addict or the entertainment addict, or the 
sports addict.  All it leaves you with is an unsatisfied soul, and most of the 
time  an empty wallet.  It costs a lot of dollars to try and fill a spiritual 
necessity with natural currencies.  You cannot buy what only God can give. 
 

 true satisfaction and fulfillment 
is offered to us free of charge.  The cost of the purchase was taken care of by 
Jesus Christ on the cross.  22 The cost of restoring our connection with God was 
very high.  The cost was so high, that no human, no gold, no precious stone, 
no natural gas, no currency, no earthly sacrifice could afford the heavenly price 

resources put together, cannot meet that demand.  When John the Baptist saw 
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The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 
the world!  23 Jesus was the perfect Lamb, without blemish or defect.  24 God 
required that the just standard of the Law be met.  The only one who was able 
to meet these requirements was Jesus.  God bought our freedom with the 
divine currency of heaven  the blood of Jesus.  One of the songs sung in 

were slaughtered and your blood has ransomed people for God from every tribe 
and language and 25 

 

Paid for our rebellion, bailed us out.  He did the buying.  He purchased us.  
So, now the question remains:   If Christ has already purchased our eternal 
salvation and satisfaction, why does Isaiah proclaim that we must buy wine 
and milk without money and without cost?  How do we buy something that God 
has already paid for?  We cannot.  We cannot earn the gift; it has already been 
given.  All we have to do is to accept.  I have to accept the gift and the Giver.  
This may sound quite simple, but this is where many people miss the plot.  It 
sounds too easy, too accessible, and too approachable! 
 

in a quadrillion 
years.  God does not want our money or sacrifices.  We cannot impress Him 
like we do a lady, by treating her on a romantic evening out.  What God wants 

It is made u

submission, assent and agreement.  26 God was not interested in what King 
Saul could do for Him, but what King Saul was willing to do with Him.  If God 
wanted humans to do things for Him, He could have created robots to 
meticulously follow every command.  Listen to what Samuel has to say to King 

rifices or 
your obedience to His voice?  Listen!  Obedience is better than sacrifice and 

27 
 

hope from Him by obediently coming under Him to listen.  All we have to do is 
to listen to Him, and then respond in trustful action.  The gift of salvation and 
redemption is free, but not lifeless.  We have to engage this Gift.  The greatest 
Gift that our Heavenly Father gave us was His Son.  When Christ returned to 
Heaven, the Holy Spirit was sent to continue the work He started.  The cost we 
have to pay is the cost of response.  We have to respond to His invitation 
towards us.  I have to engage God with my all my heart, passion, soul and 
energy.  28 God is longing for you to unwrap the eternal Gift, which is Himself.  

29 
 
God is the River of Life, waiting for us to jump into Him and experience life to 
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fear and trembling; for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His 
30 God works in us; it is our job to work it out  to make it 

part of our life.  The commitment, the price, the cost we have to pay is this:  
ion.  My prayer is that we will respond to God like 

revenue official do?  He arose and followed Christ.   Let us arise and follow 
God with selfless abandon. 
 
The Greatest Dividends 
 

31 

something, there is a return, a reward, a dividend.  Accomplished investors tell 
us not to be hasty in making money on the stock market.  The longer you stay 
in the game, the greater your payback will be at the end.  They are not fooled 
or scared by temporary setbacks or fluctuations.  They keep their end-goal in 
sight, and invest accordingly. 
 
The cost of following Christ is great, but the rewards outweigh the cost by an 

compensation from the Almighty.  Yet, He chooses to lavish us with good gifts, 
kindness, favour, rest, peace and much, much more.  The cost of following 
Christ is great, but the cost of not following Him is the greatest.  Paul uses a 
phrase in his letter to the Romans that grips my heart with terror.  He is 
speaking about those who choose not to follow God but their own way.  And 

32 Think about that statement for a minute.  What would it be like to be 
abandoned by God?  The New Living Translations actually translates the same 

33 I think the greatest anguish for Jesus 

spectacle, or even the sins and diseases of the world being inflicted upon him.  
No, I think His greatest torment was when His Father abandoned Him.  He 

34 
 
In other words, the reward of choosing our own way is getting our own way.  

Romans, we see that God grants those who deny Him two things:   
1)  Their own shameful desires 
2)  Their own foolish thinking.  35 
 
In our day and age, humanistic philosophy has succeeded in making man a 
god.  We have placed ourselves on the thrones of our hearts.  Our desires, our 
plans, our needs, our rights, our thoughts, our satisfactions are the highest 
cause to live for.  And you know what the tragedy in all this is?  According to 

scary thought for me.  I know what is in my heart  the utter depravity, the 
aimlessness, the sin, the wickedness.  The Prophet, Jeremiah agrees with me:  
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Who really knows how bad it is?  But I, the Lord, search all hearts and examine 
secret motives.  I give all people their due rewards, according to what their 

36 
 
I do not want to be rewarded with myself.  I want something or Someone 
bigger, better, purer, more just, more fair, more beautiful, more holy, more 
eternal, and more majestic.  My soul will not be satisfied with man and his 
toys.  Nothing on earth can satisfy my deepest longings; it is only previews of 
the coming attraction!  Paul gives the church at Corinth a foretaste of what is 

nd 
our prophecy (our teaching) is fragmentary (incomplete and imperfect).  But 
when the complete and perfect (total) comes, the incomplete and imperfect 

37 The 
satisfactions of earth point us toward the Ultimate Satisfier  God!  If we make 
Him our delight, He will fulfill our deepest desires according to David, the 
psalmist. 38 
 

must believe that God exists and that he rewards those who sincerely seek 
39 The greatest reward that God could ever have given us is Himself.  

And He did!  Jesus simply stated, 
that he donates his one and only Son.  Whoever invests their life in his Son 

40 
 
Jesus is the limitless life that we receive, if we trust in God.  God is our 
Reward.  Through the continuing work of the Holy Spirit today, we can interact 
and experience the God-Reward.  This reward is limitless and eternal. Being 
connected with the eternal source of Life and Energy and Trust and Love, 
leaves me speechless.  What an honour!  What a reward! 
 
Our greatest reward is being reconciled to God in an intimate relationship, yet 
the bounty does esus, Himself, promised us, 
to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or father of 

receive a hundredfold now in this time  houses and brothers and sisters and 
mothers and children and lands, with persecutions  and in the age to come, 

41 
 

f this scripture 
passage?  Left house or brothers, or sisters or father, etc.  Now, notice all the 

etc.  What is the concealed message in this text?  You sacrifice one of the 
things on the first list, yet receive all the things on the second list. 
 
I have experienced this first-hand.  At the beginning of this chapter, I shared 
how God challenged me to be a blessing to other families.  I live 900km away 
from my nearest, immediate fam
call on my life  to be a blessing to other families.  And yet, the rewards have 
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astounded me.  God has rewarded me with families who have opened their 
homes to me.  God provides in my needs through people whom 
know. I have received many times over, brothers and mothers and sisters and 

life.  My life is richer because of them.  Even my relationship with my 
biological parents has blossomed because of my relationships with other 
fathers and mothers and brothers and sisters. 
 
When we give something to God, He takes it, blesses it, breaks it, and 
multiplies it many times over, as He gives it back to us. 42 He loves to use us 
as His channels of goodness to a world of brokenness.  For me, the greatest 
reward is to be part of what God is doing on the earth.  What a privilege and 
honour to be counted worthy to be a co-worker of the Master!  Let us count the 
cost and run the race, with our eyes fixed on the joy that is set before us. 43 
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CHAPTER 8 
CONQUER 

 
I have a lady friend who used to say to me, 

game an in 
second?  I think it is something that is embedded in the nature of humans, 
and especially men.  We love to jump higher, run faster, build bigger buildings, 
improve our personal best times, win a chess master on the internet, score a 
goal for the team, or catch that elusive teddy bear at the arcade. 
 

to impress our neighbours?  The latest fashion, the smoothest ride, the flattest 
screen, the smallest phone, the biggest house, and on and on it goes. 
 

And in a sense, her comment made me feel guilty for having such a 

no stopping it.  I was doing a mountain bike race the other day.  My friend and 
I were supposed to ride together, but before I knew it, I was speeding ahead, 
and never saw him again during the whole race.  Maybe I must confess to 

the devil?  And does it help us to feel guilty about it? 
 
I believe the a
a gift from God.  And yes, our competitive edge can be used by the enemy to 
trap us.  The answer to the last question depends on how you make use of this 
competitive nature.  As I gained m
experiences, I started to encounter a God who has a competitive edge.  I found 
myself being confronted with a Divine Being who does not have any plans for 
coming second. 
 
God revealed this position of pre-eminence in the first two of the Ten 

Egypt, the place of your slavery.  You must not have any other god but Me.  
You must not make for yourself an idol of any kind or an image of anything in 
the heavens or on the earth or in the sea.  You must not bow down to them or 
worship them, for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God who will not tolerate 
your affection for any other gods.    I lay the sins of the parents upon their 
children; the entire family is affected  even children in the third and fourth 
generations of those who reject me.  But I lavish unfailing love for a thousand 

1 
 
When you study this passage, what attributes of God comes to the fore?  God 
paints us a picture of who He is.  He is the Boss.  He is God.  He is the War 
Hero that rescued Israel from Egypt.  He is a jealous God that would not 
tolerate playing second fiddle in your life.  And what is the result if we decide 
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to j

our descendants will bear the negative consequences for up to 160 years (4 
generations). 
 
Before Joshua and the Israelites conquered Jericho, God revealed Himself to 

2 The worst thing we can 
We have to align 

of those who kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do.  But I 
will show you whom you should fear:  Fear Him who, after He has killed, has 

3 
 
David grants us a front-
you gates!  And be lifted up, you everlasting doors!  And the King of glory shall 
come in.  Who is this King of glory?  The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord 
mighty in battle.  Lift up your heads, O you gates!  Lift up you everlasting 
doors!  And the King of glory shall come in.  Who is this King of glory?  The 

4 
 

 to me that this King has any plans of losing in battle.  He is 
strong and mighty in battle.  Just picture William Wallace in Braveheart or 

to get a glimpse of who God is. 
 
I thi
awesome, block-buster, action films.  The reason for their pure awesomeness 
(does this statement have anything to do with pandas?), were not because of 
them, but because of the God they served.  God wrought mind-boggling, jaw-
dropping, totally spectacular feats through these ordinary men and woman.  
Their actions reflect an energetic, competitive God. 
 

jawbone?!  Talk about jaw-dropping!  What a feat!  What a weapon!  What a 
God!  5 Who of you love the whole underdog-becomes-the-hero story?  Well, I 
love it, and I think God also does.  I think He delights in silencing the proud by 
using the weak.  Paul encapsulates this principle when He writes to the church 

chose things the world considers foolish in order to shame those who think 
they are wise.  And he chose things that are powerless to shame those who are 
powerful.  God chose things despised by the world; things counted as nothing 
at all, and used them to bring to nothing what the world considers important.  
As a result no on 6 
 
If you consider yourself incapable, inadequate or weak; you are at the right 
place for God to use you mightily. God delights in using us in our weakness. 

then He receives the 
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women causing a Christ-
even stop.  7 
 

lampstands.  And standing in the middle of the lampstands was someone like 
the Son of Man.  He was wearing a long robe with a gold sash across his chest.  
His head and his hair were white like wool, as white as snow.  And his eyes 
were like flames of fire.  His feet were like polished bronze refined in a furnace 
and his voice thundered like mighty ocean waves.  He held seven stars in his 
right hand, and a sharp two-edged sword came from his mouth.  And his face 
was like the sun in all its brilliance.  When I saw him, I fell at his feet as if I 
were dead.  But he laid his right hand on me and said, 
the First and the Last.  I am the living one.  I died, but look  I am alive 

8 
 
John saw the Christ who had eyes like flames of fire, and his voice thundered 
like mighty ocean waves.  What an awesome God!  Just imagine  He holds 
seven stars in His right hand!  Think about it.  Seven suns in your hand; talk 
about taking the heat.  Out of his mouth comes a two-edged sword.  When 

e immense glory of Christ, he fell 
down.  Jesus responds with an amazing statement  I am the First and the 
Last.  Have you ever watched the weigh-in press conference before a boxing 
title fight?  The boxers have a go at one another verbally.  But at the end of the 

 
 
The announcement has been made; the verdict is out:  God loves winning, and 

is no other.  I have sworn by Myself, the word has gone out of My mouth in 
righteousness and shall not return, that unto Me every knee shall bow, every 

9 
 
The question that remains is:  Where do you stand when all is said and done?  
Which side are you taking?  Where does your allegiance lie?  Your devotion can 
be placed in a thousand places which are Christ-less.  Are you siding with 
racism, religious legalism, or addiction?  What about classism, materialism, or 
humanism?  Intellectualism, pride and poverty are also popular masters. 
 

f sin.  And a slave 
does not abide in the house forever, but a son abides forever.  Therefore if the 

10 
 
Which house are you part of?  Who is your master on Monday or Wednesday 
afternoon, or Saturday evening?  
easy to put up face for two hours on a Sunday.  We cannot even think about 
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conquering enemy territory for Christ, if the conquering has not yet started on 
out.  Liberty for us, for 

our families, for our enemies, for our communities, is found in Christ.  He is 

myself.  Your promise is true   
 
60 Battalions 
 
I was privileged to be part of the Mighty Men Conference 2008.  Evangelist 
Angus Buchan was lead by God to rent one of the biggest tents in the world for 

up.  These men came from all over South Africa, Africa and the nations to 
come and seek God.  God drew 60,000 men, with no advertising campaign, to 
a farm outside the little town of Greytown in the Kwa-Zulu Natal Midlands of 
South Africa.  The whole weekend was saturated with the presence of God.  
History was being made right in front of our eyes.  God was moving, men were 
worshipping, fathers and sons were reconciling, tears were in abundance; joy 
was overflowing. 
 
The theme for the camp was Dying to Live.  God was calling men through his 
prophet, Uncle Angus, to die to self, to the world and to sin; in order to live for 
Christ.  Uncle Angus said, 
soldiers waiting in anticipation to hear from the Commander of Heaven and 
E 11 
 
As I reflect on those glorious days, a question arises in my heart:  Why did God 

 
with this revival?  Why was God reviving the hearts of men? 12 
 

s.  According to 

13 
 
God is in the business of restoring broken things.  The sons of Korah sing:  

14 
wants to restore each one of us into an intimate, love relationship with 
Himself.  His desire is for us to experience abundant life, and also to become a 
channel of this vitality.  God wants us to spread His redemption message 
wherever we go, across the nations. 
 
Paul paints us a beautiful picture of the Father

But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a 
woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, that we 
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might receive the adoption as sons.  And because you are sons, God has sent 
forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying out, 
Therefore, you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir of 

15 

 
We are no longer slaves, but sons.  What an amazing Father we serve.  He is 

16 Jeremiah continues 
and proclaims that Israel
He will thoroughly plead their case, that He may give rest to the land, and 

17 
 
At this very moment, the Mighty Redeemer is in the process of redeeming your 
life.  Every day that you surrender your life to Him, is another day in which He 
can work His redemption in You.  He is buying you back from the slave house 
of sin.  He is restoring you to His original intent.  Christ is thoroughly pleading 
your case at the throne of grace.  18 
want to stop with you.  No, He wants to invite you to become a fellow, 
redemptive agent in this broken world.  He wants to use you as a channel in 
spreading His redeeming power throughout the world.  In actual fact, you 

-
workers. 19 God is partnering with us in His redemptive plan.  Are we building 
where He is labouring?  Are you busy with His plan for planet earth, or your 
own pla

20 Are you 
working with Him or against Him? 
 
Many people live their lives in their own way, and then just add a Christian 

other component is not Mercedes.  The engine is TATA, the body is 
Volkswagen, the seats are Chevrolet and the electronics are Kia.  The only 

its badge!  For many people, the only thing 

and then ask God to bless their mess. 21 The only reason they seek spiritual 
covering, is to legitimize their own way of doing things. 
 

22 The way that seems right unto man, is the way 
of death.  The way that seems logical to the popular culture, is the road that 
leads to death!  This is a real, scary thought!  The way that our natural selves 
are inclined to choose is the way of ultimate destruction.  When we talk about 

 
 

t is also 

fulfill His will in His way.  Jesus said to Thomas, the 

the Father excep 23 
if I continue to do it my way.  I will never walk in shackle-shattering truth if I 
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Person, and that Person is Christ.  When He invited the first disciples to follow 
Him, the first thing He asked of them was to leave their way, and to follow His 
way.  They had to change direction and follow Christ.  When Jesus asked 
Matthew, the revenue officer, to follow Him, he immediately arose and 
followed Christ. 24 In following the Messiah, Matthew encountered truth that 
set him free from bondage; he experienced divine life as he walked with Jesus. 
 
God exclaims through Isaiah, the prophet, 
compared 

25 

to know and follow His way?  How 

tag Christian into a full-fletched follower of Christ?  Paul said that our power 
does not lie in persuasive words or well-articulated speeches, but in a practical 

26 
 

27 The world could see that these followers of Christ 
were living a different type of lifestyle.  God is calling us anew, as His Church, 
to live in such a way that we will cause the world to become thirsty for the 

way. In his letter to the Romans, Paul gives us a key in knowing and doing 
 

 
Paul says, 
bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God  this is your spiritual act 
of worship.  Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you will be able to test and 

 28 If I want 
to learn how God operates, I need to offer my body as a living sacrifice. I need 
to report for duty.  I need to present myself as a willing servant.  I need to 

mighty hand into a vessel of honour.  I will bring glory to His name wherever I 
go.  I will represent Him in thought, character, speech and deed.  What a 
glorious day when the followers of Christ will again reflect the majesty of their 
Master!  It is starting to happen.  Are you part of it? 
 
The more w
the Father.  Whenever Jesus spoke, people noticed that He did so with 
authority.  29 When Jesus spoke, his enemies fell to the ground.  John, the 
beloved disciple, recounts the night when Jesus was betrayed.  When the 
Roman soldiers asked for Jesus of Nazareth, He replied, 
said this, they drew back and fell to the ground.   30 When the nature of Christ 
is revealed in the way we think, speak and live, authority will be given us to 
drive back the enemy.  We need divine authority in these last days in order to 
conquer new territories for Christ.  Francis Frangipane rightly says, 
begins with the name of Jesus on our lips.  It is consummated by the nature of 
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Jesus in o 31 The Master Potter can only form Christ within us, if we 
are completely submitted under His mighty hand.  James, the brother of Jesus, 
says, 32 
Victory over the enemy will be ours in the measure that we submit to God and 
man. 
 
Angling (Fishing) versus soccer 
 
Soccer may currently be the most popular sport on earth when it comes to 
spectators, but it does not have the most participants.  Angling boasts one of 
the most participants of any sport. Rick Joyner says, 
called to be the spectator sport that is has become.  This is where believers 
gather to watch a few professionals do the ministry, and they are just allowed 
to cheer them on and pay their money.  33 God is calling us from being 
spectators to being participants.  When he called Peter and company, he 
proclaimed, 34 
 
God did not call 60 Battalions to Greytown in order for us to remain spectators.  
No, He intends for us to take up our responsibility as men and women of God.  
Seeking God and His Kingdom is not a game we play.  Advancing His Kingdom 
is not optional; you are either advancing it or opposing it according to Christ.  
35 What are you currently advancing in your life?  Is it your career, your plans, 
your pleasure, your name?  If we are not active in advancing the cause of 
Christ on planet earth, then we are aiding Satan in the furtherance of his 
rebellion.  Jesus says of the Heavenly reign,   From the days of John the 
Baptist until now, the Kingdom of heaven has been forcefully advancing, and 

36 God has no intention of backing down.  He 
wrought our victor on the cross of Golgotha, and will therefore not relent until 
every territory becomes the rightful property of His Kingdom.  God is after the 
hearts of men.  He longs for people from every tribe and tongue to be 
reconciled to Himself. 
 
The great danger for us is to be caught in the wrong battle.  When it comes to 
men, the devil has a sly way of seducing us into fighting false battles.  We 
fight every battle, except the battle that God has called us to.  We fight our 
employer, our employees, we fight with our wives; we fight the referee on 
Saturday, we have fights over money and power; we continually war against our 

struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual 

37 

 
We are not called to war with people; we are called to war for people.  We are 
called to war in the spiritual realm.  We are called to stand as priests before 
the throne of grace and plead with God for the souls of men.  We are called to 

 more than that, who was 
raised to life  is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.  Who 
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shall separate us from the love of Christ?  Shall trouble or hardship or 

your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be 
slaughtered.  No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 
who loved us.  For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels 
nor demons, neither the present, nor the future, nor any powers, neither height 
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 

38 
 
The greatest conquering power that we can display on earth is love.  And one 
of our chief weapons in the arsenal of love is prayer.  It is praying for sinners 

the power of His love.  When last have you pleaded with God for the souls of 
others?  When last did you look at your city or town through the compassionate 
eyes of Christ?  The following is an anonymous quote that captures the power 

arguments, despise our person, but they are 39 
 
Jesus encourageous us to pray for our enemies in order for Him to channel His 
unconditional love through us towards them.  You cannot continue praying for 
your adversary and remain embittered.  At some stage or another, your heart 

on the road to Damascus because of a simple prayer by a dying saint.  Whilst 
roval of Saul, Stephen 

prayed, 40 
 
Selfless love conquered the murderous heart of Saul.  God is calling us to be 
channels of His divine love on earth.  It is time to set aside our selfish 
ambitions, and to let our love burn hot for Christ.  When th
growing cold; it is time for ours to be ignited.  God is ready to equip us with 

-conquered Saul, turned Paul, writes, 
will not lead to disappointment.  For we know how dearly God loves us, 
because he 41 
 
God has poured His love into our hearts, so that it will overflow to others. He 
intends for us to share it.  God is stirring the hearts of men and women 
worldwide in order to mobilise us as a conquering army of His love.  Are you 
still on the side-lines, or have you joined the game?  Are you fighting the real 
battle God has for you, or are you busy with political struggles?  God does not 
have any spectators in His Kingdom, only partakers.  Which one are you? 
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INSPIRED INTERVIEWS 
 

Interview: Gerrit & Ami Coetzee 
 

Fact File: Ami 
 
Born: (Date)     17 June 1955  
 
Born again:   1962 
 
Favorite Food:   Meat 
 
Qualifications:   Grade 12 
 
People who inspire you:  Positive Go-Getters 
 
Hobbies:    Woodwork 
 
Occupation:    Missionary 
 
Current City:    Grabouw 
 
Favorite Scripture verse:  Revelation 3:20 
 
Favorite Music:   Gospel, Julius Magan, Don Moen 
 
Home language:   Afrikaans 

 
1. How did you, a white couple, end up living next to black and coloured 
neighbours in a township? 
Uncle Gerrit: I think it all started with our love for children. The Baptist Church 
was already working with children in the community. They asked us to come 
and help them with the ministry. We never thought about coming to stay here. 
At that stage we were still living in Strand, and we had to travel between there 
and here.  About 18 years ago we came to make our home in Grabouw.  It was 

history, has a white couple come to stay here.  This step changed our lives.   
 
Auntie Ami: God has a weird way of working with us: The Lord firstly speaks to 
me, and then I have to say it to Uncle Gerrit.  I was the first one God spoke to 
as to where we must stay  He showed me the little, wooden house that we 
would stay in.  I then had to share it with the children. I thought that they 
would give us the most resistance.  Our eldest son, Gideon, which is our most 

 
W -being-white-
it was weird. I never regretted coming here. Getting to know this community 
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an issue that I, as a white person, stay here, but it is okay for a missionary to 
 

 
 
2. What caused you to leave your financial and job securities, in order to come 
and care for the marginalized of South Africa? 
It happened in 1988, long before Ami and I came to the township in Grabouw. 
God told us that we must work full-time for Him. There was no security; we 
just trusted God blindly. I knew God was calling us, and that He would provide. 
Psalm 24 was my psalm. We were not associated with any organisation. My 

It was a once-off decision without real foresight. God spoke to us through a 
film of Francis of Assisi. I resigned from my job in 1988. I studied and Ami 
was a house-mother.   
 

share. Please share with us how God provided for you to build your church 
auditorium. 
Uncle Gerrit: We had the outreach and kidsclub going here in the township. 
One day I went to speak at a youth event  there were a few people from the 
community. At that meeting, I met Andrew Corky; he was the Head of the 
Forestry Town (Bosdorp). He asked us if we did not want to use a wooden 
cottage which was unoccupied at that stage. So, we moved in. 
 
Later on, the Lord told us to build a structure with a few classrooms. We 
searched the whole Grabouw for a place to build it. Then God showed us that 

te our 
little cottage. We started to measure the area for the building, and put up 
stones as boundary markers. Some of the employees of Department Forestry 
drove past our cottage and phoned their boss.  Their boss, in turn, phoned us 
and offered us a wooden, school structure for 50 cents! We went to dismantle 
the structure and came and erected it at Agapé 1. 
 

organised an engineer to come and put up the hall structure for us! When the 
structure was up, a farmer gave us his team of builders to fill up the structure 
with bricks. 
 
At a later stage, a businessman gave us two more wooden cottages where we 
could start our Ch
us Agapé 2.  
A year later, the Afrikaanse Christen Vroue Vereeniging (A.C.V.V.), gave us 
Agapé 3. 
It was a prophetic word that was beginning to come into fulfilment. It 
happened in the new millennium. The end of the previous millennium was 
Agapé 1. The Lord gave us a big show, in order for us to realize, that He is in 
control. All these events just emboldened us to truly TRUST Him.  
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be frank. It 

feels to me at the moment as if my wheels are falling off. All these buildings 
must be resourced and managed. I have nothing for the Baby House, and I 
have nothing for the school. In our administration office there is also a lack of 
funds. 
  
4. In Luke 4:18 Jesus says that His mission for Planet Earth is to preach the 
Good News first and foremost to the poor. Do you think the church has been 

 
Uncle Gerrit: me a social 

61. Then He left his disciples to continue the work. The true gospel is a 
sacrificial gospel; and the place where it comes to full fruition is among the 
poor and those who have nothing. Amongst these the true meaning of the 
gospel becomes a reality. 
  

how ministry 
just little people who are willing to sit in the ashes with people who are 
suffering. The gospel Jesus asked for is not a gospel of comfort zones. In this 
township is where we learned it; we learned it the difficult way. We became 

 to be nothing, and to 
have nothing; and the little that I do have, I will lay it down before Him. That 
type of gospel finds its best execution amongst the poor.   
 
Why are there so many miracles among the poor? Sacrifice brings the power of 
God to the fore. Abraham and Isaac are examples. In the sacrifice power is 
released. Even on the negative side: Satanists who offer babies. That is why it 
is actually easy to be a child of God.  
And it is not like the churches are excited about what we are doing here. We 
are struggling to get just one volunteer to care for two babies.  
 
Auntie Ami: You come into a rhythm; and when you get into that rhythm, it 
becomes easy. Church people think poor people cannot bring in money; 

MONEY! 
 

society? 
Uncle Gerrit: Many times there is a need in a situation  any disaster that hits 
a community. And many times in such a disaster people realize what is really 
important.  

alone; they bring in no finances. The same goes fo  
You just have to give, give, give. But somehow God fills it up again! 
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Some college students were visiting us last Saturday. I scheduled with them 
that we would go out into the community at 15h00 the afternoon. But I was so 
tired; I nearly cancelled the whole outreach. I felt spiritually empty and 
exhausted. I climbed into the minibus and went to get the students. I did 
everything nearly mechanical. We went out. In that moment I realized that I 

 visibly happened to us. 
We asked the Lord to be with us. I told the group that we must be prepared for 

 
 
It was fascinating! A woman manifested demons and miracles started to 
happen. When I returned home, I was totally energized. There came energy 
over me. Everything I felt beforehand was gone. I even had the oomph to be at 

enters us in the most mysterious and miraculous ways.  
 
Auntie Ami: To be with them, amongst them. To learn from them  not to 
criticize. 

 
 
6. When Jesus speaks about the end-times in Matthew 25:31-46, He says that 
the nations will be eternally judged according to how they treated the 
marginalized of society. What are the implications for us as Christians? 
That piece is specifically written for Christians. I see the two groups Jesus is 

themselves. I think the sheep symbolises the true followers of Christ  John 10 
 authentic followers; people who knows the voice.  

anything significant. The person who is always aware of what he gives, has a 
hidden agenda. It is the person who does everything perfectly, but still has a 
little, hidden motive.  
Goat-  
Sheep-  
questions. A goat is a thing that is very cocky. There is a great divide coming in 
the church, and we will be greatly astounded. Who is true followers and who 

-denominational faith. 
 

 
7. How many children are in your permanent care at the moment? 
Forty-six children 
 
8. How many children go to your three crèches?   
380 children 
 
9. You have a house for physically dis
school for disabled children in 2011. Tell us more about it? 

disabled kids has 36 children. The house receives a subsidy from the 
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government, but 
disabled is the only one of its kind in our community; it is really a school for 
the community. 
 
10. How do you see the church partnering with God to transform the township 
areas of South Africa? Where do we begin when the challenge seems so 
overwhelming? 
Uncle Gerrit: Have you seen the movie Finger of God? It illustrates this 
challenge exactly. There are two components. If we go for the social problems, 
then we can stop before we even start, and rather become social workers, 
psychologists, prosecutors and advocates.  
In China people stay in townships, and the Christians are persecuted by the 
communist government. And yet, they are sold-out for Jesus! They are so sold-

involved in any social issues. We have been 
taught to go into a community, and to do upliftment. You put systems in place; 
you build schools. And then, not many years after that, the government comes 

 on it. 
 

That the Kingdom must come like a mustard seed. It must infiltrate like yeast. 
No programs; simply the Holy Spirit that moves into a place and changes that 
place. It is the only way, that I see, by which the townships in South Africa will 
change.  
 
We at Agapé can also lose focus. We are constantly busy with centres, schools, 
subsidies, offices, etc. These are not the things that will stand in the end. God 
uses radicalism. 
be power that manifests! 
 
Auntie Ami: START small. We can do no great things. We are just a pencil in 

 
 
11. Any other testimonies? 
Auntie Ami: Chil
Children were built in a World Recession with no money and no debt. He 
PROVIDES!!! 
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Interview: Cristiano Miranda 
 

Fact File: 
 
Born:      4 May 1973 
 
Born again:     December 1995  
 
Favorite Quote:                   "The only thing necessary for the triumph of 

evil is for good men to do nothing."                            
EDMUND BURKE   

 
Favorite Food:    Brazilian Food 
 
Qualifications:  Civil Engineer, MBA in business 

management, expertise in negotiating. 
 
People who inspire you:    JESUS 
 
Hobbies:     running, swimming, biking, surfing 
 
Occupation:  Partner and Director: Ladeira Miranda 

Engineering, Partner and Director: SKY 
TRADE International Business. Apostle in 
God´s Dream ministry  

 
Current City:     Taubaté- SP , Brazil 
 
Favorite Scripture verse:  

righteousness; and all these things shall be 
Matthew 6:33 

 
Favorite Music:    Until the whole world  Casting Crowns 
 
Home language:    Portuguese 

 
1. Your church firmly believes that the Kingdom of God must be 

established in every sector of society? Tell us more about this.  
 
Yes, we completely believe it! Not only do we believe it, but we are 
walking in that direction - teaching, preparing and enabling people to 
produce change in our society. Since God awakened us to this, we 
created several different projects in large areas such as sports, 
education, politics, family, communication, etc. We have observed a 
difference in people concerning the role of the church on earth. 
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2. You are an ordained minister, as well as a qualified engineer. How do 
you manage an engineering company with your church responsibilities? 
 
I see no problem! I live for a purpose and in this purpose there is no 
separation between ministry and work. I am an apostle 24-hours a day. 
When I'm at my company, I look for areas where I can expand the 
culture of the Kingdom, establish justice, peace and joy. It is 
tremendous to understand that my profession is part of my calling. 
There is a parallel between the natural and the spiritual, for I am 
trained as an engineer to build in the natural, and as an apostle I am 
able to build in the spirit, establishing a solid foundation that has 
nothing to do with religion. 

 
3. You have recently finished your MBA. Why do think is it important to 

better qualify yourself in your line of work? 
 
I believe God is a God of excellence, and as His children, we should 
tackle all opportunities with a spirit of excellence. As a professional, I 
should qualify and prepare myself to govern. For a long time religion 
taught us that holiness was enough ; 
this is a wrong teaching. Holiness is the weapon through which we 
establish the government in the spirit world, but excellence, training 
and financial resources, are the weapons to govern in the natural. 

 
4. Your devotion can be placed in a thousand places which are Christ-less? 

How do you stay devoted to Christ in a workplace which is Christ-less? 
 

Of course! We can not think as a church we must separate ourselves 
from this world. We have to walk separated from sin, yet enter into this 
world. 
I live daily with people who do not know Christ, and in environments far 
from our Christian reality. My challenge is to transform these 
environments, and establish a culture - a different way of thinking. 
This is perfectly possible when we are liberated from a religious 
language and pre-designed formats. This year I had the opportunity to 
see suppliers, customers and business partners having their lives 
transformed through meetings in my home, where I tried to teach the 
gospel of the kingdom, and not talk about religion. 

 
5. 

They do everything in their own way, and then ask God to bless their 

mess. How can we, as the church, disciple followers of Christ who will 

be authentic witnesses in their line of work? 
 

I think the key word is coherence. The big problem with Christians is 
that they talk about something that they . For that we need to 
generate a church free of religion, and who love for God's Kingdom and 
his purposes.  



78 

 

 
6. Many renowned men and women of God have spoken about the 7 or 8 

mountains of society that we must influence for God. Please tell us 
about them. 
 
I think the church has awakened to its true purpose. The message about 
the seven mountains is part  
Genesis when God entrusts to man the Administration of the planet, 
until Revelation, when John introduces us to a church that will rule with 
Christ. I put this teaching into practice in my own life. I am discerning 
God's purpose for my natural and spiritual children, and preparing them 
to occupy these areas in society. 

 
7. What is your church currently up to in taking new territories for God? 

 
We are working on several fronts. We firstly discern the skills, talents 
and gifts in each person. And then we can start to understand God's 
purpose for each one of them. After that, we seek to empower each 
person  making education, teaching and training accessible. 
We began to engage the politics in our city - positioning us to be elected 
as mayor in the near future. We have created a school in music and 
arts, a language school and video and graphic production. We are 
already producing comics with stories that teach children values and 
biblical principles. 

 
8. If we are not active in advancing the cause of Christ on planet earth, 

then we are aiding Satan in the furtherance of his rebellion. Do you 

agree with this statement? How can we raise up a generation that are 
totally engaged in taking new territories for God?  
 
I agree! I understand that a church that does not know its purpose, 
which does not contribute to the expansion of the Kingdom of God on 
earth, is a religious church, often a slave to traditions, dogmas, and 
thus driven by a religious spirit. The only way to produce a generation in 
love with God's purpose on earth is to break the spirit of religion through 
a prophetic and apostolic church. 

 
9. We are not called to war with people; we are called to war for people. In 

Ephesians 6:12, we see that our struggle is not against humans, but 
against spiritual forces of darkness. What are some of the key elements 
for us to advance the kingdom of God on earth? 
 

I believe in the prophetic church - a church that moves with prophetic 
acts. I also believe in an apostolic church, which puts in place a solid 
foundation, and that sends out people who are filled with the Holy Spirit 
- trained and qualified for the  seen that 
happen all around the world. 
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10. God does not have any spectators in His Kingdom, only 

partakers. 

to being a partaker? 
 

I fully agree with that statement! I believe that, as the Church of Christ 
on earth, we have an obligation to live as the protagonist in the story. 
For that to happen, we have to be infected by something that I like to 
call a "risk culture". 
This culture is observed throughout the Bible; we see it in the life of 
Moses who was willing to leave his comfort zone in order to defend the 
cause of his people. We see this in the life of Abraham who left his 
family to obey God's call; we see this in the life of Nehemiah who risked 
his job and reputation in order to rebuild their city.  And the ultimate 
expression of this risk-taking culture is found in the life of Jesus and 
His sacrifice on the CROSS. In Matthew 16:21-24 we read about Him. 

      

 From that time Jesus began to show His disciples that He must go to 
Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and 

scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day. Then Peter took 
Him and began to rebuke Him, saying, God be gracious to You, Lord! This 
shall never be to You. But He turned and said to Peter, Go, Satan! You are 
an offense to Me, for you do not savor the things that are of God, but those 
that are of men. Then Jesus said to His disciples, If anyone desires to come 

 
 
Many times we misinterpret these verses! Jesus is trying to convey to his 
disciples His purpose for coming to earth, and all that he would face in 
order to fulfill this purpose.  Peter, on the other hand, symbolizes the 
culture of religion - a culture of anti-risk.  This is the same culture that 
nowadays dominates the Christian people. It says:  

 
 

you want to live for me? Then you will have to RISK; you will have to 
expose yourself.  
The Cross symbolizes our place of exposure, the risk of our environment! 
 
Some people confuse cross with personal problems. Religion has 

not to live all your days solving the problems of your irresponsible child, 
or to carry the load your lazy husband is supposed to carry! To take up 
your cross is to take risks, to be exposed for the purpose! 
 
The risk-culture requires a relationship with God. It is to prepare the 
environment today for what God wants to generate tomorrow. This type 
of life will often expose you. Just look at the example of Noah in 
building the Ark. 
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Interview: Chate Blaauw 
 

Fact File: 
 
Born:     6 December 1975 
 
Born again:    1990 
 
Favorite Quote:  ou 

 
 
Favorite Food:   Thai, Boerekos, Chinese & chocolate (ha ha) 
 
Qualifications:     
  
People who inspire you:  My mom (she lives for the community and her 

family- she is love in action), Andrew Pitt (he just 

Yancey, Peter Howard Browne and his family (Lead 
Elder of New Generation Church in Somerset West) 
and Daz & Lisa who head up the Lighthouse project 
in Grabouw. 

 
Hobbies:  Jewellery repair, gardening, reading, crafts and 

drinking coffee. 
 
Occupation:   At the moment working for an Attorney as his 

Personal Assistant 
 
Current City:    Somerset West, South Africa 
 
Favorite Scripture verse:  Well, one of them as there 

began the good work in you WILL complete it until 
 

 
Favorite Music:  Jars of Clay,  U2, Tenth Avenue North, Leeland, 

Feist, Jesus Culture, etc. 
Home language:   English 

 
1. Where was your passion for Jesus birthed, and how do you maintain these 
passion-levels? 
 

think that God is not generous with His intimacy towards us, but I do believe 
His intimacy does not come cheaply.  I believe that my deepest bonding 

valleys of suffering. 
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guide you and His rod and His staff to comfort you. 
 
To maintain levels of intimacy and passion levels, however, is like any other 
relationship, it takes time, work and the right choices. 
 

h of His say, His influence, His Authority and 
His Ownership of me). 
Obedience is the key (although not always easy). 
 
Also, I feel the more I get to know Jesus, the more passionate I am about Him. 
 

agree with this statement, or not? And why? 
 

other gods or things that one can devote oneself to.  
I believe that if people had to know who Jesus really is and what God our 
Father is really like, it would change their world view, the way they see 
themselves, their past, their future and the people around them. 
I also believe the murk

follow Jesus is boring, and it would require them to wear certain clothing and 
stop being cool and conform to some sort of weird manner. 
The more I know Jesus, the more I can live out who I really am; and the more 
adventurous and exciting life becomes. 

relevant and real than religion. 
 
3. How can the Church of Christ give off a greater fragrance of Christ in our 
day and age? 
For Christ-followers to really know who they are and who their Father God is.  

their workplace and even to the nations. 
 

How do you keep following the Person of Jesus Christ? (Instead of a false 
 

By reading your Bible daily and fellowship with other believers (mostly because 
some or other time you are going to get ticked off with one of them and then 
you realise your selfishness).  The Word has a way of convicting us about our 

and not be changed. 
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Sometimes what is also needed is to literally force ourselves into selfless 
behaviour and do things outside of our comfort zone or personality.  One can 

 
 
5. Share with us an experience where the reality of your daily relationship with 
Christ shone through.  
One day I went to give blood and the receptionist from work went with me.  
When the bag was full and the nurse pulled out the needle, she made a 
mistake and the blood came streaming out of my arm and onto the chair 
(needless to say, I had a bruise after that).  The receptionist was standing next 

your blood was flowing out of you, it reminded me of how you are:  Love just 
uragement, and that I can carry 

His torch of Love to everyone I meet. 
 
6. Paul describes the qualities of Christ in Philippians 2:5-11. The word that 

-centred, 
servant-heart? 
I believe some people are radically changed by the Lord and suddenly they are 
much more servant-hearted and selfless than they ever were before.  However, 

with nurture and effort it grow
 

 
7. What is Christ currently doing in your life? 
He is stretching my tent pegs wide.  The reason why I say that is because God 
is opening doors to use my gifts now more than ever, but mostly in a way that I 
love and that fits my heart.  Previously I served with my talents in areas which 

-
Now He is allowing me to serve in my niche, and I am loving it, where as 
before I saw it as a task.  However, to add to this, I think the reason I saw it as 
a task was because of my wrong concept of My Father in Heaven; I saw Him as 
a slave driver.  Now I see Him as a Father. 
 
8. Do you think it is time for the Bride of Christ, the Church, to renew her vows 
to Christ, her Bridegroom? Why?   
Absolutely.  Although I must say I have never understood the concept of being 

feel), I f
to the full-  

weight. 
The way I see it is that in a family it is completely unfair if only one child has 
to do the chores in the house, whereas the other children can just chill and 
play.  If everyone pulls together and does the chores, then everyone will have a 

commitment to 
yourself.  If you really love someone, you long to please them and make them 
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happy and do things that will bring a smile to their face, just because of how 
special they are to you.  How special is Jesus to you? 
 
8. Any other comments?  
 
None of these things mentioned above can we do on our own.  When we serve, 
we serve with the strength that God provides.  I believe, however, the closer 
you walk with Jesus, the more you realise you are not doing this thing called 
life on your own.  Also to remember, we can do NOTHING on our own, as He is 
the Vine and we are the branches. So when I say that we force ourselves to do 
something outside of our comfort zone or personality, this means that I decide 
to step out of my comfortable boat, rely on Jesus, and step out on the water by 
my faith in Him. 
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Interview  Johan & Julie van Reenen 
 

Fact File: Johan 
 
Born:     26 July 1951 
 
Born again:    26 May 1973  
 
Favorite Quote:  nal test of a man is not how he believed, but 

 
 
Favorite Food:    
 
Qualifications:  4-year Educational Diploma, BA Theological 

Degree, 2-year Bible School Diploma and many 
Ministry Training Certificates 

 
People who inspire you:  Pastor Johan Filmalter, Bill Hybels, Jack Frost, 

Drummond & Lindah Robertson, my wife and my 
children, and the Body of Christ 

 
Hobbies:    Woodwork, Golf 
 
Occupation:    Pastor 
 
Current City:   Bloemfontein 
 
Favorite Scripture verse:  James 5:16 
 
Favorite Music:   Worship Songs 
 
Home language:   Afrikaans 
 

 
1. In 1982 God called you to quit your teaching job in order to study for 

full-time ministry.  At that stage you had three young children with a 
fourth one on its way.  What gave you the confidence that God would 
take care of you? 

The scripture in Matthew 6:33, and my wife who believed that I could hear 
accurately from God. 

2. What is your response to the statement I made in Chapter 2?  
 

It is 100% correct and Biblical. 
3. How have you handled being hurt by the Body of Christ?  How did you 

work through the emotional pain? 
Forgiveness was our lifestyle because we read a booklet by Kennith Hagin that 
said they never let any bad things or bitterness be discussed in front of their 
children, because the children will then resent God and the ministry. 
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4. 

(Matthew 7:24-27) Share some incidents where 

you saw this principle work in your life. 
We have witnessed many great men of God and their teachings over 38 years 
of ministry, and observed just one thing that is paramount to a lasting legacy: 

in the end, except this one!  
5. What are the top five priorities in your life? 

Time with God, myself, wife, children and ministering to people. 
6. Is the church in general adequately responding to practicing true 

religion as put forward in James 1:27? 
Maybe not every church, but there is a strong movement towards that 
objective. 

7. You are actively involved in restoring broken lives, relationships, 
marriages and families.  How important is the restoration of the family 
in our day and age? 

As the Family goes, goes the church, goes the community, goes the nation, 
and goes the world. My passion was born in Luke 4:18-
touchdown on the ministry field and He defines his ministry mandate and 

 
8. Do you think comfortable religion is what Christ had in mind for His 

disciples?  Tell us about a time where you had to move out of your 
comfort zone. 

and move outside your comfort zone is amazingly adventurous. Faith in HIS 
BIDDING will always take me out of any comfort zone into the battlefield of 
real living - 

 
John 4:7, 8. This is why I like and live to counsel people to reach their place 

that tenacity was born in me when I struggled with the same things in my own 
life. I have learned to have Grace and Mercy with people who struggle in life.   
 

Fact File: Julie 
 
Born:     1 May 1953   
 
Born again:    20 November 1972 
 
Favorite Quote:    You never can out-give God 
 
Favorite Food:   Pizza 
 
Qualifications:    BA (Ed diploma) 
 
People who inspire you:   My husband 
 
Hobbies:     Spending time with my grandchildren 
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Occupation:     Manager of FAMILY TRANSFORMATION CENTRE 
 
Current City:   Bloemfontein, South Africa 
 
Favorite Scripture verse:   II Corinthians 3:18 
 
Favorite Music:    Great March from Aida by Verdi 

 
Home language:    Afrikaans 
 

 
1. In 1982 God called your husband to quit his teaching job in order to 

study for full-time ministry.  At that stage you had three young children 
with a fourth one on its way.  What gave you the confidence that God 
would take care of you? 

We had a word from the Lord and the testimony of others. 
 
2. What is your response to the statement I made in Chapter 2?  

 
That is very true.  If God calls, He will also provide. 

 
3. How have you handled being hurt by the Body of Christ?  How did you 

work through the emotional pain? 
Forgiveness 7x70. Putting people into the river of mercy. 

 
4. 

(Matthew 7:24-27) Share some incidents where 

you saw this principle work in your life. 
We took over a church that had much debt.  We just reminded the Lord about 
His promises and went forward day by day.  We saw His word come true in 
every situation. After a church-split we had to rebuild the infra-structure of the 
church.  We just went on trusting the Lord daily and saw Him to be faithful. 

 
5. What are the top five priorities in your life? 

God, family, ministry, friends, community 
 

6. Do you believe that the church in general is adequately responding to 
practicing true religion as put forward in James 1:27? 

 
 

7. You are actively involved in restoring broken lives, relationships, 
marriages and families.  How important is the restoration of the family 
in our day and age? 

It is most important!!!!  It does not get the attention it should. 
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8. Do you think comfortable religion is what Christ had in mind for His 
disciples?  Tell us about a time where you had to move out of your 
comfort zone. 

No, Jesus did not teach a comfortable gospel.  Last week I had to host people 
for 5 days. That took me out of my comfort zone.   
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Interview  Konrad Vosloo 
 

Fact File: 
 
Born:    17 December 1974 
 
Born again:   7 January 1991 
 
Favorite Quote:  

 
 
Favorite Food:  Spare Ribs, Hamburgers, Biltong, Droë wors and chips 
 
Qualifications:  Diploma in Theology 
 
Who inspires you:  Francis Chan, Richard Branson, People who suffered for 

Christ. 
 
Hobbies:   4X4, being in nature and playing squash 
 
Occupation:   Cobbler, business entrepreneur and pastor 
 
Current City:   Cape of Good Hope 
 
Favorite verse:  Zechariah 4:6 
 
Favorite Music:  Praise & Worship 
 
Home language:  English/Afrikaans 
 

 

are people who epitomize authenticity for me. How do you cultivate this value 
in your life? w. Think and act outside the box. 

 
 
2. Do you think we, as Christ-followers, will be able to reach out to a broken 
world from our moral high ground? How do you befriend a broken world, yet 
still value the virtue of holiness? Well, we all have tasted the world in some 
way or the other, and that gives us common ground. We must never forget that 
we came from darkness, and that we are saved by His precious grace. Not 
because we are so good, but because He is so perfect. As soon as we come 
across with a holier-than-thou attitude, the world will sense that we are trying 
to be like second-hand car dealers. Trying to sell people salvation with a slant 
and with a white lie in between, which we ourselves sometimes even believe. 

got thrown into a pot of boiling oil. Jesus came to save those who were lost. 
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The King of kings did not stay in heaven; He got His hands and feet dirty. And 
so must we.   
 

- me 
into contact with? Wow, yes, the valleys have been deep and dark, but His rod 
and staff was with us all the time. Because our valley of pain had a lot to do 
with ministry, God has opened some doors for us to share with others in the 
ministry. We are wearing our scars as a badge of honour. Paul writes that God 
will use all the stuff he went through for His glory. 
 
4. How do you authentically deal with your weaknesses on a consistent basis? 
What weaknesses? Just joking!!  
a. I must own it. I must not blame others.  
b. Repent. Wow, what a feeling when I know my sins are forgiven. It empowers 
me.  
c. I need to keep looking up and counting down. If I keep on looking at how 
many times I have failed, I will just get discouraged. I must try to look from the 
other side. There might be fewer failures before I overcome. Count down not 
up.  
d. Remove the baseball bat from my hand and stop hitting myself. Who in any 
case wants a knop-kop (swollen head)?  
e. I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.  
f. I hope to do all the other 5 points. LOL  
 

 

confessed their sin in front of the whole church which has led to so much pain. 
They got rejected. The Bible says that we must confess our sin to one another. 
Make sure you choose a mature person to do that to. You might just cast your 
pearls before the swine.  
Not saying that anyone is a pig, but sometimes we can act that way. Be real, 

 
 
6. My dad once flew a 1000km to support me at a time when I really needed 
him. To me that is an expression of the heart of Father God. Have you 

My wife 
and I were once totally alone and broken, and all of a sudden God sent 7 men 
(pastors) from different places to walk through this valley of isolation and pain 
with us. Oh, God can use broken men to point you to the Potter and carry you 
over the finish line. The Comrades Marathon is a good example of this.   
 
7. The opposite is also true. The spirit of the legalistic older brother has a 
tendency to judge, exclude and condemn (Luke 15  Parable of the Prodigal 
Son). How can the church guard against such heartless legalism? As each of us 
walk humbly before God, and remember that we are saved and kept by the 
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same grace as everyone else, it will help us to stay free from condemning 
others. 
 

mess-up or weakness? Any testimony? His grace is what saves us; His grace is 
w
wife and I were leading a church, we made many mistakes, but to see that God 
has the ability to restore the years that the locust has stolen is a beautiful sight 
to behold. 
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